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PREFACE. 

While away from town during the Pujah 
holidays I happened to come across CoL 
Mukherji's pamphlet, entitled,—"The Dying 
Race." The question that had pressed 
upon the Colonel's mind was indeed of the 
highest moment to the country. 

It seemed to me that to deal with the 
question in the proper way was to proceed upon 
an examination of thefacts and figures available, 
bearing upon the social and economical condi­
tions of the people, more critically than was done. 
The papers which are reproduced in thi* 
book were written following the above 
method so far as the limited resources at my 
command permitted, and they appeared in the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika. I hope others who hacvt 
greater leisures will supplement the defects 
which have occurred in these papers. 

The pressing questions both (&t the 
Government and the people are Malaria >a4 
poverty. To mitigate these crying evils thera 
may wdl be co-operation between the m^ 
Mm iadepcndtm action on the part of the n^Mi 



( » ) 

and the people has also valuable advantages. 
Any how the facts require to be thoroughly 
examined and most earnestly attended to. 

.) 
CALCUTTA . ) K. L. S. 

February, i^io. 

The publication was delayed by circum­
stances one of which was that, it would be better 
to incorporate the result of the new census of 
1911. But as it would be A pretty long time 
before the full report of this census is prepared, 
it is deemed proper in view of the activities of 
the social movements— viz the marriage ques­
tions etc—not to delay the publication any 
longer ; as when the result of the new census 
will be out, it would be easy to issue a supple­
ment giving the additional figures. 

CALCUTTA \ K L S 
August, / p / / . ) 
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•*A Dying Race"—How 
Dying? 

Both Communities Decreasfng—I 

" A dying race " is the heading of a 
series of essays written by Lt. Col. U. 
N. Mukherjee. late of the Indian Medical 
Service. We must thank the writter 
for <;Jrawing the attention of the people u ^ ^ " ^ 
in the direction indicated by the above "-Mnkb̂ jift, 
beading. • But we are afraid the Lt. Col. 
ha' |nissed some essential points involv­
ed m the question and has further 
^reaed his attention in a wrong chan­
nel to lind the causes. But bdbre ea< 
tmag. upon a discmsion on those points 
lc£ us see what the figures of ^ 
^n î̂ u .̂ m wUdb the 1 1 Col. stuKls, 



A DYING RACE—HOW DYING ? 

Those fibres indicate :— 
(i) that both the Hindu-antl tint 

Mahomedan populations' of Bengal 
proper, are failing off gradually from 
the rate of increase which should be 
normally kept up ; 

(2) that as between the Hindu sec­
tion and the Mahomedan section rela­
tively, the latter is falling off at a some-

Figures in- what less accelerated speed, as compar-
d i c a t i n c t h e , 
decline of ed with the former, on the average of 
both the , - . . . . . „ , , ^ 

Mwei. the four divisions of Bengal because in 
one of these divisions, viz., East Bengal 
which is inhabited mostly by the Maho-
medans, the conditions are in every way 
favourable, it being the granary of 
•India; 

(3) that this division in East pen-
gal possessing peculiar advantages, and 
mostly in the occupation of the Maho-
medans should be excluded from calctt-
la,tton and then it will be fouTid that ^ e 
Hindus and the Mabomedans ar« sa3-
mg together down the stream of 4es« 
truction; and 



BOTH COimVlHTIBS BBCREASIKG—I. 

(4) that even the case of East 
Bengal itself shows the same thing. 

The Lt. Col. starts with the census 
of 1872, according to which there were 
in that year, a little over 171 iakhs of 
Hindus and nearly 167 lakhs of ,Maho-
medans in Bengal pro})er. This cen­
sus, however, it must be admitted, is not 
very reliable ; yet we have no objection 
to take it into account but it is better 
to leave it aside and to begin with the 
census of 1881. We give the figures of 
that census us below : — 

"West Bengal 
Central Bengal 
North Bengal 

Total 
Cut Bengal 

Grand Total 

(Table A ) 
Hindus. 
6207409 

3613644 

>.33.95.637 
46737 IS 

1,80,69,352 

Mahnmedano. 
958439 

3S'»893 
5383389 

98,54,7'I 
8541406 

1,83,96,117 

N«w let as looU at the figares of the next centui., which 
t given below :— 

(Ceains of 1891). 
Hinduo. 

W«at Bengkl 
Oalnd Bengal 
VatA Oengsl* 

Total 
B M lMg<a 

GM»d1WaI 

64,00,340 
3^8792 
373986* 

13818994 

Sjohomedai^. 
9.99i9« 
3610166 

SS794S5 

101888]* 

«M74«li 

The Censu 

Of i 8 n ~ 
not relkMc 

Of >88l. 

Of om. 
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Of 1901. 

In the next ^ c e we give tl̂ e figures oi the fourth cemos 
I. e. that of 1901. 

Hmdtt*. M»boa»edtts«. 
West Bengal 6855164 1084830 
Centr»l Bengal sSftS*? 37733*' 
North Bengal 3938526 S876'(09 

Total 
East Bengal 

Grand Tota 

14677057 
SS'4025 

20191082 

•0734SSO 
11220427 

21954977 

The tnean& 
of determln 
ing the com 
pwative in 
cmse. 

Now we have the means of deter­
mining the comparative rate of increase 
both of the Hindus and the Maho-
medans as well as of the two combined, 
by looking to the rate of increase be­
tween 1881 and 1891 and that between 
1891 and 1901. As »e have already-
said that in order to find out the 
general drift of population both of the 
Hindus and of the Mahomedans, we 
shall take into o^nsideration the figures 
of Western Bengad, Central Bengal and 
Northern Bengal, for these three divi­
sions r^Mrei^ent the ordinary state of 

' ^ i ^ i ^ both as r^[ards advantages aitui 
jftie.,B«* disadvant^[«s. While Easf Bensal' 

M «K> fonns an exceptional case, b d t ^ the 
grattary not onfy* of ^ whok <^Bangaf 
btit peitba^ of ^ wlMde'Of 

w«pti»n«l 



bOTH COMMUNITIES DECREASING—1 

There a bumper crop is had by mere 
scat-tering of seeds. Whoever the 
people who are in possession of the 
lands, whether they be Mahomedan 
peasants or Hindu Namasudra peasants, 
their conditions must compare favour­
ably with the rest of the people of 
Bengal. So we have no doubt, the good 
Colonel will see the fairness of exclud­
ing East Bengal from a calculation 
which is intended to test the general 
drift of the Hindu and the Mahomedan 
population of Bengal. Now what do 
the results of the figures gfifen above 
of the three census show .'' 

The following is the rate of increase 
of the population shown, both as regards 
the Hindus and Mahomedans in ail the 
four divisions of Bengal ;— 

(Table B.) 

Hindu 
Mahomedan 

Hinda 
Mabomedan 

Hindu 

lggi-1891. 
W. Bengal. 

3.1 p. c. 
4.2 p. e. 

C. Beneal. 
3 2 p. c. 
» 7 p. c. 

N. Bengal. 
3.2 p. c 

1S91-1901 
W. Bengal. 

7.1 p. c. 
8.S p. c. 

C. Bengal. 
S-5 P- e. 
4-5 P- <:• 

N. Bengal. 
i-3 P- c. 

The /itirnesi 

E. A':"' 

Increaae in 
popolation in 
general. 



6 A DYING RACE HOW DYING ? 

i8)!i-i89i. 1891-19CI. 
N. Bengal. N. Bengal. 

Mahomedan 3 6 p. c. S-3 p. t. 
E. Bengal. E. bengal, 

Hindu 10.3 p. c. 6,9 p. c, 
Mahomedan 16.9 p. c. 12.3 p. e. 

United Bengal Proper 
Hindu 5.2 p. c. 3.9 p. c. 
Mahomedan 9.0 p. c. 7.7 p. c. 

Both are From the above percentages, it is 
S!"* '' '"̂  clear that as regards the first three divi­

sions, both the Hindus and the Maho-
medans are equally situated in respect of 
the rate of increase of population. During 
the first decade the rate of increase of 
the Hindus was only 3 percent and odd 
in each of the three divisions and as 
regards the Mahomedans, it is also the 
same upon an average, there being i 
per cent more in the W. Bengal above 
3, and about i p. c. less below 3 in the 
C. Bengal. Thus both the Hindus and 

^^e?." '"* the Mahomedans are equally down the 
stream compared with all India not to 
speak of the European countries. For, 
the combined population—Hindus and 
Mahomedans—for the whole of India,for 
the same period, viz. between 1881 and 
1891,shows a percentage of increase of 10 



BOTH C0IC1CU3UTIES £>ECitEASU{6—I 

d e c odds. (The HiiMJki percentage 
bd^ 10.B2 and the Mahoroedan per­
centage IQ.61.) Thus the Hindus and 
Mahometans of Bengal were both faring 
very ijl as con:^)ared even with their 
brethren In rtJier parts of India, not to 
compare with the rates of increase in 
European countries, which in England 
was about 12.8 per cent. Thus the wail 
of Lt. Col. Mukherjee should have 
gone forth both for the Hindus and 
Mahomedans of Bengal equally. The 
pwrcentage of the second decade is al­
most equally bad for both the communi­
ties, During this period also, the per­
centage is, upon the whole, the same 
for both as regards the three divisions 
on an average. 

Now to take up East Bengal, the 
percentage of Elast Bengal is better both 
as regards Mahomedans and Hindus, 
aft nugbx be expected,, owing to the ex-
ctptional lenility of the soil During 
dMt first decade the percentage of dke 
tpcreaseof tke Hindus in East Bei^al 19 

CompkdlM 
with oth« 

Ji » r 11 o f 
ndia. 

IwmiteatVbm 
fertility at 
loa of tkm 
B«iieil» tMlih 
Hinao* wtf 

fiati^aC 
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A DYING RACE—HOW DYING .' 

lo (ten) dec. odds and that of the Maho-
medans is 16 (sixteen) dec. odds. Xb**̂  
relative difference is well explained by 
the fact admitted by Lt. Col. Mukerjee 
himself—that nearly the whole of the 
land is in the occupation of the Maho-
medan peasants who would naturally be 
tempted to indulge in the luxury of 
polygamy as Mr. O'Donnel puts it. 

Mr. O'Don- He savs, "The Mussalmans, particularly 
in East Bengal, are polygamists, when­
ever they have means to support a second 
wife, generally a widow, married as 
often ^ a convenient unpaid domestic 
drudge, a.s for the sake of the children she 
usually bears her master." But then 
mark the comparative rate of the second 
period.' In the second period we find 
that the Hindu rate of increase has 
fallen from 10 dec. odds per cent to 6 
dec. odds per cent, and the Mahomed-
an rate of increase has fallen from 16 
dec. odds per cent to 12 dec. odds per cent. 
Who after this will not say, that die 
BengsJi race is on die way to deadi not 



lies. 

BOTH COMMUNITIES DECREASING— I. ^ 

only the Hindus but the Mahomedans 
also for some reason common to both ? 

Still some-

For what sfxjcial reason on earth {J»jj« wder-
could there be for the Mahomedan 
peasantry, in occupation of the most fertile 
tract in India, falling away from their 
rate of increase, if there were not some­
thing more than the causes, fancied or 
real, which the Lt. Col. has been pleas­
ed to trumpet forth in his essays viz. 
training in Musalmans and want of 
training in Hindus, bad Brahmins and 
good Mollahs, sitting at the same 
feast and the exclusion from it and 
so forth. 



Wben do«8 a nation die?—The causes—If< 

Ji!Ud°' Ac ^"* before proceeding to enquire the 
•""•^ true causes for this sad state of things, 

let us consider some points which, as we 
said at the outset, were the essential 
points in the question, but missed by 
Lt. Col. Mukherjee. He heads the 
subject, and we think very properly, Wf 
the sensational expression "A Dyina 
Race." When is a race properly saia 
to be dying? When does an individual 
die ? As a veteran doctor of great ex­
perience he is bound to say that a man 
does not die if one of his legs be cut ofT 
or both of them be cut off or even in 
addition one of the arms be cut off o r 
even the last arm also be cut off. But 
he dies instantly if his brain be cut off. 
The Bengali race, whether the Hindu 
section or the Mahomedan really lives, 
in that portion of the community 
whtch forms its brain. If the brain 
portion of the Bengali Hindu com-

nations 



WHEN DOES A NATION DIE ? — T H E CAUSES I I 

munity or the Bengali Mahomedan 
•l^RUBunity ceases or threatens to cease 
to exist, the race is dead. So in deal­
ing with the question of the "Dying race," 
any sensible man is expected to make 
a difference between the leading i.e. the 
brain portion of the community and the 
mass. In Europe where aristocracy in 

Seneral is at a discount, the aristocracy 
r intellect is respected and must be 

Tcspected. The labourites are rising, 
but rising how.'' It is by developing 
some aristocrats of intellect out of their 
body. One is deeply disappointed in 
going through the essays of Lt. Col. 
Mukherjee, written with so much energy 
and earnestness, to find that amidst the 
kw^ dissertations on Bigdis, HSris, 
coolies and agricultural labourers, 
there is hardly one word as regards the 
rafud decrease of the intellectual middle 
classes of both the Hindu arfd the 
Mahooiedan communities. 'W'e say of 
both the coamiiaiities, because ^te 
Mi&omedan tiii<klle class gentry is no 

When it» 
bram potttod 
iacntoff^— 

the ffliddte* 
class gentf^ 
diMppesr. 
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less vanishing than the Hindu middle 
Bni hardly class gentry. It is this which , shouldi 

^ '^^* be the burthen of the alarm of the "dying 
U ^ 1 . Mu- race." more than anything else. If the 

Hindu and Mahomedan middle class 
gentry disappear (the uppermost class 
is admitted to be disappearing) and 
only the cooly population and the agri­
cultural labourers remain, will it be; 
proper then to say that the race is exis^ 
ing? We only here mention the point with­
out entering into the causes, which are 
working the ruin of the Brahmins, the 
Vaidyas, the Kiyasthas, etc. on the one 
hand and the families of Saids, Pathans 
and Moguls on the other hand. 

^ One word more only in the shape 

«d tyitem of of pt^liminary observation. The writer 
feels very deeply what he considers to 
be the sad rigour of the Brahminical 
casee*system. He has himself very 
hdt\y pointed out that "In England (^ 
course there is no caste as we under'-
stand it, hat there is scnoething not &v 
cemoved £roin it. These are due daaitiGH, 



WHEN DOES A NATION DIE ?—THE CAUSES *•$ 

and the barriers between them are as 
X^tinct.and sometimes as rigid as they 
are between any two castes in India. 
The only differences is that it is possible "̂ Eneiwd 
to get from one class to another though 
it is not always so easy as it is supposed 

. to be. 'It takes three generations to 
make a gentleman.' a statement often 
made, not quite seriously, has still got 
a significance that can not l)e mistaken." 
We may be (x,'rmitted here to remind Col. 
Mukherjee that his ancestors, the Brah­
mins, were the only people in the world 
who took away the poison or sting of 
the caste-distinction. The chief point 
in their philosophy and religion, in fact, 
the first axiom, is that the soul of every 
body is identifiable with the Supreme 
Soul of all—therefore all souls are equal. 
What other nation has laid down this 
truth so seriously ? According to the 
Hindus the difference between man and 
man consists in the difference of bodies Among* o» 
and what is a body in view of the ""*'* 
Hindus? It is sometfatog nothing. But 
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you will say, why dben sio seriously firo-

•w«ed: hibit intermarriage and interdintag-^lf 

1 may use the expression) ? T h e answer 

is, it is to preserve SucAt which means 

not only physical sanitation, but also 

spiritual sanitation. T h e Brahmins were 

anxious to prevent levellin}^ down. 

Levellinjr up, they kept open. If this 

has been perverted now, by all means 
A n d i C R - . . 

tons adduced, cry against the perversion. But for 
a Brahmin thinker to loose sight of the 
ideal is an anomaly. Col. Mukerjee 
very fairly and justly points out that in 
England and in other Europjean coun­
tries the classes forget their distinction 
at public sports and demonstration. 
Was it otherwise in India ? Even now 
has it ceased to exist ? The sports have 
nearly ceased to exist as he properfy 
points it out. There were sports in 
viJiages and towns, in the Zemindar's 
kmtckeries and on festival grounds, 
everywhere in the land. Why hawe 
they ceased ? The cause is the samut, 
iwhich win account ior the « v i 
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occasioning the dying state of the 
race. 

Now let us come to the main question, \yj,y py. 
—the question " of the dying race— mf— 
why the rate of increase of popu­
lation is gradually falling off. 

With reference to the question the 
first thing is to enquire whether the rate 
is falling off owing to a falling off in the 
rate of birth or owing to an increase in the 
death-rate. If the former were the case, 
one might say that the causes were to be 
lodged for in the social customs and 
manners of the jK'oplc. In short, one 
might think that the cause was a 
diminished vitality and stamina in the 
constitution of the people themselves. 
But we presume to give facts and figures 
which will show that this is not the 
case. On the contrary, the facts and The red 
figixres which cannot be disputed will maUriootfo' 
conclusively establish that the real cause verty. ' ^ 
o£ the evil is malarious fever deepened 
ilAd |ierpetuated by poverty. 



The Cause—Malaria and Poverty—Hi. 

Birth-rate 
and Death-
rate. 

In England. 

To wet an idea of the enormous 
death-rate of Bengal, it is necessary to 
compare its death-rate with that of some 
rniintry in Europe. Take for instance, 
England. The birth-rate of England 
is 25 or 26 per mille and death-rate 
15 per mille, our birth-rate is 45 per 
mille, against the death-rate of 40 
per mille. The excess of births over 
deaths in England is about 11 per mille, 
while in our case, the excess of births 
over deaths is only 5 per mille. f h i s 
certainlyjustifies the explanation "A Dy­
ing Race." But this at the same time 
shows that, the cause of our race being-
on its way to death is abnormally high 
death-rate and not abnormally low birth­
rate. Mr. Bain in his census report al«j 
«mys this. Now the question is what are 
the causes which bring about this high 
deat^-rate. - To a certain extent deaths 
occur naturally, as for instance by old 
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age. This is a cause which is unavoid­
able. Then again there are causes which 
are &ccidenul. The ideal death-rate 'J^SljiSr* 
therefore consists of only old age and 
unavoidable accidents. The aim of the 
statesmsn of all countries is to keep 
down the death-rate to the ideal rttte by 
preventing not only deaths by poverty 
and starvation but also deaths by 
epidemic diseases, which are mostly 
preventible and which at any rate 
ought to be preventible in the present 
advanced slate of science. If deaths 
due to preventililc causes are allowed 
to increase, the sanitary authorities are 
held responsible for it. 

If England be taken as the standard, 
the normal non-preventible natural causes ^^^ j ^ ^ ^ . 
i. e. the normal death is taken to be 6 |*'̂  "^.^S 
per thousand. And out of the 15 per mille, *** *•' •* 
9 per mille is set down as due to preven • 
til;de causes, viz. epidemic and infectious 
disieases. In our case deaths owing to 
{Wcventible causes come up to 54 per 
iS#e, At»Iy»ng the prei^ndble causes 
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M a ur i a which must account for this 34 per intlle 
ĝ wî three- of deaths, We find from vital statistics that 

3 to 4 is due to cholera and aboOr 5* to 6 
to several other serious diseases, such as 
tuberculosis and the remaining 20 to 25 
is found due to fever. Out of these 20 
to 25 due to fever, malarious fever is 

&«thi! per responsible for a very large portion. In 
Bengal at least malaria would cover 
three-fourth of the fever-figure i.e. about 
18 per mille of the deaths would be due 
to malaria 

We give figures below taken from 
Mortuary Statistics of Hengal between 
1885 and 1895, showing the rate of death 

Mortuary î i the 24 districts of Bengal per mille 
*g j^^^^ ' from fever. We also give against each 

figure the rate of increase of population, 
separately of the Hindu and the Maho-
medan communities, male and female bet­
ween 1881 and 1891. The ratecMftti' 
crease of population is not growing ^ 
regards either of thp communities, for 
there is no doute lina-t since 1895 ivbenil^ 
teyer-6^gure8 w&e taie^a, tfae rmte O(4MM. 
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l>y fever has considerably increased over 
those fififures:— 

(Table &) 

nislricts. 
Bard wan 
Bankura 
Birbham 
Midnapur 
Hugh)! 
34-IVBIIV 
Nodin 
Jessijre 
MurshKlatxuI 
Khulna 
Dinajpore 
Rnjshahi 
Rangporc 
Bogra 
Fahna 

lalpnigiiri 
Dacca 
Fari(l)nir 
Bakhari^nj 
Myinensing 
Chittagong 
NmLhali 
Tipperah 

-..9 I 
+ 4-4 ^ 
+ 6.8 

+ •6.3 •§ 

-3-9 K 

+ 9-4 c 
+ 3-:! 2 
- 2 3 ^ 

+ 9-4 S. 
+ I.H^ 

t 35-4 4, 
• 23.1 $ 

+ 6.05 c 
+ 8 . 9 -

+ 9 - 9 5 
+ 17.3'=' 
+ 9.4 

1885-1895 1881I89I 

I 

II 

00.2 
«5.58 
21.15 
i)j.g6 
21.&S 
16,57 
26,87 
32.'3 
26.63 vZ 
21.47 .^ o 
30.0a E S, 
32-39 g.g 

•!"-.54 13 I 
23-73 J £ 
i4-94 IS 5 
30-48-SI 
'.S-.5I 6 I 
'9-49 CJ 
20.01;~ « 
15.82 | s 
'9-49 3 
21.43 s 
14-60 -J 

Therefore the cause of the race being 
on the way to death in Bengal, is con-
<Iusively traced to malaria. Malaria, 
.s^ain, if it does not chiefly originate in 
poverty is developed and is perpetuated 
hy poverty. Everybody has noticed that 
fever whtdi was season-fever in a locality 

is eoitverted into epidemic nialaria after 

IncKMe ct 
death>f«te 
liy fever. 
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thatv.Ioca]ity has passed through one or 
two seasons of scarcity and famine. Ma-

M«Um—the laria is said to be a sort of bloo^ poison 
of Wood poi- and it would be palpable to the sense of 

the ordinary man that when blood"is im­
poverished by insufficient food, fever 
which would otherwise pass off lightly 
acquirf-s the force of permanent poison 
wrecking the constitution. 



The-Cause (Contd.): Malaria and Greece—IV. 

Greece after ii had lost its indepen-
•dence was in the jfripe of malaria as we 
are here. There is this parallelism bet­
ween the case of Greece and our case. 
Greece was |)roud of an ancient civilisii-
tion which has ceased to be of any avail, 
and so we are also prt)ud of an ancient 
civilisation which has ceased to be of 
any avail to iis. Greece was reduced 
to a state of poverty anil so are we. 
Thus we may usefully reproduce here 
the gruesome picture of malarious fever 
in Greece, drawn in Mr. Joane's Greek 
History and Malaria, published at Man­
chester in 1909, trusting this will serve to 
disillusionise those theorists who would 
glibly start any but tlie right theory to 
account for our ruinous condition. The 
author first gives the general description 
t^ malaria as follows :— 

" The peculiar and distinctive charac­
teristics of malaria are not to be lookettfor 
inil iese sudden and violent catastrof:^s. 

Piuallelisa 
b e t w e e n 
Greece and 
I n d i a a g 
to the coodi-
tion a f t e r 
t h e i r fall. 

t i e < « f 
M^Uark. 
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Owifl^ to the manner in which it is-
prop^ated, it tends to fasten itself upon 
certain districts, and once there, gene­
rally speaking, it remains for ever. Of 
course there are exceptions ; ague gra­
dually disappeared from England as the 
marshy parts were drained, and the 
applications of the results of scientific 
research has diminished considerably the 
amount and severity of the disease in 
Italy and elsewhere. 

This being so, malarious rigions 
MkiuiouB gradually lose many of their inhabitants, 

Fgj^^^^ not only by death but also by emigra­
tions. Examples are Sologne in France, 
the Campagna and many parts of India. 
Those who leave the country to seek 
healthier homes are mostly the rich and 
the intelligent ; and so at length there 
remains but a residue of the poor, the-
stupid and the unenterprising, htk tty 
themselves, these wretched ioiiabitaiitS' 
smk into still g r e a t s degradatiim (or 

arc without anjr to aroeltcnste ikdar 
hA hf examine, p r e c ^ or acxxve^ h^B^ 
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*The moral sense of the natives of these 
towns' says North {i) 'is so degraded that 
the death of a horse or mule is sai^ to be 
a matter of far jrreater concern than that 
of a child or relative.' 

Williams (i) quotes the experience 
of Bishop Heber who says 'the whole Hebw'a*'̂  
sjcirt or marijin of the mountains-—the criptionifate 

'^ country tyint 
Himalayas from Rohilkhand country—is «ttheft»t* 

^ ' t h e H n a a -
surrounded by a thick forest, of nearly Jaywand its 

. people. 

twoday's journey with ,i marshy soil, and 
an I atmosphere during two thirds of the 
year more pestilential than the S under­
hand or the (irotto del cane The 
villages also, through which he passed, he 
says, were singularly wretched, though 
there is no want of building materials, 
and the rate of land is very low. 'It 
seems, however, as if the annual ag^e 
todk away all energy from the inhabit­
ants, who are a very ugly and miserable 
n u x til hmnan beings, with large heads 
and ftaM<^uxiy ^aminent ears, flat 
«$|K(lif| ntaad belltes, sleiKier limbs and 
ska^i^iw tma^hxiom. the bhabttafus 
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of the Roman Campagna are scareeljr 
less wretched ' . • • 

The degradation of those who 
•ecoontofth* inhabit malarious places was carefully 
» Mikiuiout recorded by Hiocrates. He states that 

those who live in low, moist, hot district 
and drink the stagnant water, out of neces­
sity suffer from enlarged spleen. They are 
stunted and illshaped, fleshy and dark, 
billious rather than phlegmatic. Their 
nature is to be cowardly and averse 
from hardship, but good decipHne can 
improve their character in this resixtcl. 

UniqiK in This remarkable account is, so far as I 
Onck,htera-

*»»*• know, unique in Greek literature, but it 
is a certain proof that Greeks were well 
aware of the deleterious effects of 
malaria. 

So apathetic do those become who 
reside in unhealthy regions, that it is 

nwuk—* often, observed how careless of d )^ r 
own improvement they seem td be. 

It is a characteristic moraT featui^ 
says MaccuIIodi, 'of d)ose who reshfelo 
such unhealthy skuadons in Fraiice iidiid 
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has been noticed by every one who has 
ejiamined those districts, to deny strenu' 
ously the existence of the dangers and 
to maintain that neither the soil in which 
they inhabit nor the air in which they 
die rather than live, nor their modes of 
life or labour, ,ire unwholesome." 

Malarious reji^ions are jrenerally 
extremely fertile The moisture which 
favours the growth of mosquitoes, at 
the same time renders the soil suitable for 
agriculture. The increase of malaria is 
an economic calamity which robs a 
•country of its most precious source of 
wealth 

Celli sums up briefly and to the 
point. 'Malaria annually costs Italy incal­
culable treasure.' 

The dwellers in malarious regions 
consciously or unconsciously recognising 
the peril—that fatigue is the cause of 
fever—tend to avoid toil either of body 
or (d mind, if it be so violent that an 
itnaudk of fever tnay be expected to fol-
|{Wr. In time tlie impulse bocomes sterio-

MaccnUodi'* 
remuk. 

Cbarutcfit-
tic featsK of 
the maUrion* 
regions. 

I n c r e a t e 
ur niAtarw (s 
but an econo­
mic calamity. 

Celb's (^ ' 
nuiii OD Ita­
lian Malaria. 

PeqiUar eh«-
racteratie of 
the U^thk-
«nt( #f IIM 
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How they 
Uvt, m o v e 
mdlttve their 
be fag i,n 
HtKiooinuto-
mao. 

The natives 
«f India. 

typed as a habit, and so partly for t h e 
reason given here, and partly bei^^^se 
the energetic emigrate to healthier 
homes, laziness and lack of enterprise are 
marked characteristic of these unfcM*-
tunate people. Each generation, as it 
is born, is subjected not only to the same 
physital surroundings as were its parents, 
but also to an unhealthy moral atmos­
phere. The evil results of such a condi­
tion have often been observed by physi­
cians and others. 'The natives of India' 
says Martin, 'of the higher classes 
aviod all exertion during the rainy sea­
son ; while the working classes at all 
seasons, are s{»aring of extra labour, and 
when compatible with the work in handr 
sitting is ever the jx>sture of the artizan 
in the East.' 

*dwitimr- 'There is in hot climates' it has been 
a * S ^ well observed, 'a Vw inertia' whMl 

indl^XMies men to change their aistoms iMT 
to co|ie wil^ abuses ; mad the iii&]|g;qoir, 
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to the stability of their barbarous insti­
tutions..., ' " 

Havinjf given as. above the general 
ideas of malarious fever, the author pro­
ceeds to deal with the case of Greece in 
particular — 

"The greatness of the Greek 
character depended in no slight decree 
upon the constant intercourse of a 
comparatively small number of men who 
met to discuss and transact the business 
of a city state. If hut a small projwrtion 
suffered at one time from the consequence 
of malaria, in the course of a generation 
the number would suffer enough, 
greatly to weaken the mental life of the 
whole community. The mischievous 
effect upon the children can scarcely be 
exaggerated. Those, whose parents were 
Victims, could scarcely fail to copy the 
chaiacterisdcs of their elders, to fona 
hzd^its a£ indecision, and to sink* into 
peammi^m, mcn-oseness, ferocity and 
<^iii|r forms x)f psychic weaklieaes. 

Chariwteri*-
tici of &» 
Greelu WfaO> 
lived m the 
malar iovk 
places—itnd 
the caDse of 
their pation-
al down Ml 
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Change of 
Mtttk cha-
nctet after 
^ Jth cen-
• W T B . C. 

BtillJancc 

Patriotism 
d i e d ou t 
• B d . -

BvldncMt 
fttedinetit 
<iltH««iai«a 
4faippe*r«l 

It is surely not fanciful to trace to 
this source the subtle but unmistakable 
change which came over the Greek cha­
racters after the 5th, and to a greater 
degree after the 4th century before 

Christ. 

Gradually the Greeks lost their 
brilliance, which had been as the bright 
freshness of the youth. This is pain­
fully obvious in their literature if 
not in other forms of art. Their initia­
tion vanished, they ceased to create and 
began to comment. Patriotism with rare 
exception, became an empty name, for 
few had the high spirit and energy to 
translate into action one's duty to the 
state. Vacillation, indecision, fitful out­
burst of unhealthy activity followed by 
cowardly depression, selfish cruelty and 
criminal weakness are characteristic of 
the public life of Greece from the struggle 
^kh l^acedonia to the final conquest by 
the arats cf Rooie. No one can fdil to 
jbe struck by ^ matlwd dtiiereiMx; 11^ 
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tween the period from Marathan to the 
Peloponnesian war and the period from 
Alexander to Mummians." 

The above are reflections on the 
dire result of rqalaria of a great writer 
who combined in himself scientific as 
well .as historical researches on the con-
diton of Greece situated much as we 
are. Now remember that the death-
rate from malaria, in the Lower Pro­
vinces of Bengal is at least three times 
as large as that of Greece and the result 
in the way of reducing the rate of increase 
of the population is shovyn in the follow­
ing table. 

(Table D.) 

RATK OK INCREASE tox THK 

WHOLE OK BKNr.AL. 

Death ntt 
from DiAlwi* 
of L o w e r 
B e n g . l l i i 
three timet•* 
large »'• th«t 
of GtecTf. 

(From Census Report of India of 1901 .) 

tSjtSi i8&(-9t I89I-I9U1. 

•"•s +7.3 +s-« 

Rate of b -
create for Hw 
w h o l e <f 
Bengal. 

http://Beng.ll
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Putting the 
'Cut before 
tbehnne. 

Malann—a 
-ttawt of toci* 
al H i i i n t c 

Omseqneme 

•dutified. 

It seems that in attributing the sickli­
ness, apathy and laziness of the people 
which are concommitant with epidemic 
malaria to social causes, one puts the cart 
before the horse. Instead of social dis­
organisation being the cause of these, it 
is clearly their effect. The writer from 
whose work we gave a lengthy quotation 
in the previous paper, has the following 
on the subject:— 

"Malaria then is a disease which 
attaches itself to particular districts and 
and in consequence may be classified a-s 
follows • -

( i) The rich, the capable and the 
energetic seek healthier homes and so 
the inhabitants of a malarious district 
tends to become a mere residue of the 
poor and the wretched, 

(2) Cities being, as a rule, less ma­
larious than cultivated plain, die va^a^ 
population tends to absorb the agc«aif> 
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turul class, and national physique and 
•well-being suffer in consequence and 
•cities isolated by malarious surroundings 
often fall into decay and ruin, 

(3) This process will be accompiini-
«d by great econmic loss, for extremely 
fertile districts, which are the peculiar 
prey of malaria, may faU altogether out 
of cultivation. The ruin of agriculture 
is a great blow to any country and it 
must be rememberd that malaria attacks 
farmers in particular and that mostly at 
harvest time, when all their energies are 
•especially needed. 

(4) Malaria falls most heavily upon 
the young, whose physical powers are so 
weakened by repeated attacks of fever 
that childhood may be one long sick­
ness and adequate education is impos.si-
ble. 'Aestati pueri Si valent satis dis-
4:»nt: The inhabitants of malarious 
districts age rapidly and die young. 

(5) Exertion and strain often bring 
^dmut a relapse, became the nudaria 
^irititt Will live in the body formoaOis 
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or even years. Naturally the inhabi­
tants of malarious places tend to a ^ d 
fatigue and to become sluggish "and un­
enterprising. A habit of laziness i» 
gradually formed. 

(6) Account must also be taken of 
loss of life, loss of t'mc and the physical 
suffering caused by the disease besides 
the permanent physical disturbance it 
may produce in the patient." 

Lord Minto, our present Viceroy's 
grand-father, in a letter written on 20th 

letxM. September, 1807, says the following 
regarding the physique of the Bengalee 
race :— 

"1 never saw so handsome a race. 
rkmuB at They are much superior to the Madras 

S*te^o^ people, whose form I admired also. Those 
.were slender. These are, tall musctdaTr 
athletic figures^ perfectly shaped and widi 
the finest possible cast of countenance 
and features. Their features are of th« 
most classical European jnodels with 
great variety, at the same time." 

Wfacte aupe Ae tsiB, Itnmo^w.iftfe 
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tic and perfectly shaped Bengalees in 
our villages and districts now ? Thanks 
to the depredations of Malaria and 
poverty ! 

As regards the connection between 
povert)' and malarious fever it can hard­
ly he expressed in a better and pithier Mniarm nnri 

^ 1^ ^ ^ the Govern-

lantruatie than the following extract n>ent Medi 
from a Government Medical report : — 

"P'ever is a euphemism for insuffi-
cit-nt food, scanty clothin;.; and unfit 
dwelling." 

Thus poverty is in a great measure i'o\eri> ; 
responsible for malarious fever and other Malaria ami 
epidemic discJises .̂ 1 nis cause is not mics. 
only working on the Hindus but on the 
Mahomedans also. In fact, late Justice 
Mr. Amir AH in a paper headed "A cry 
for the Indian Mussalmans" published 
in "The Nineteenth Century" of Mr. Amir 
. _ „ , , , . Ali on Mala 

August, 1882, made the same complaint, na and tiic 
though he confined it to the Mussal­
mans. The present condition of the 
Indian people both Hindus and Maho­
medans has been truly depicted by that 

3 
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eminent physician ^ i r Frederick Treves , 

who came the other day to India, in 

his book named " T h e Other Side of 

the Lantern " :— } 

(^"India leaves on the mind an impres-

"The oHiei ^'^n of [>oorness and melancholy. Sadder 

Lantern."' ' than the Country are the common people 

of it. They are lean and weary-looking, 

their clothino- is scanty, they all seem 

poor and toilinj^ for leave to live. They 

appear feeble and dejiress(;d." 

T h e fearful niv;i,!4es of mahiria is 

Kiii-cis o( obvious to any ont- who travels throuj^h 

**"'"'"• the districts like Nadia, Jessore and 

Burdwan. not e.xceptin"- the towns. T h e 

annual returns of the sanitary Com­

missioner ot Bengal and the census 

Report, as we have pointed out, con­

clusively show this : 50 lakhs of people 

S°ofd'c^fh annual ') ' ^ '̂̂  of fever in British India 

Beratai aV" *"*^ Bengal alone contributes UKjre than 

contributes Q„g j^ i rd to this fevcr deathroli. In 
more than 

one third, f^^r years from J 900 to 1904. the dis­

trict of Jessore lost 2,34,870 souls out 

' of a total population of 18,13.135. 



ll'icullick. 

THE EFFECTS OF MALARIA AND Ptn'ERTY. 35 

T h e people arc suffering not only 

fronj Insufficiency of food, but also from .>f food and 

want o\ drinkable water. Well-to-do waterinvii-
r -ii L I I 1 liiKcs and mi-

men ot villay;es nave as a rule deserted );rBtion of 

their homesteads and taken up quarters ,i,',̂  "iiercoi 

in towns owiny^ to malaria an<I want of firt.x-mi'tiT 

good water. T h e effect of such mii^ra-

tion is disastrous on tlie poor villaL[ers, 

for they are deprived of that assistance 

which they e.xjject from their natur.il 

leaders. This constitutes a social 

evil MO doubt, but it i~, a/i evil for 

which the i^entlemen who wo\ild 

take shelter in towns can not be blamed. 

How the villai^es are thinned and the 

towns crowded in malarious districts will 

be seen from the lollowinij fiifures of 

malarious districts like Burdwan, i\Iur-

shidabad and Nadia when ccmipared 

with those of Bucker^^unj, Mymensin;^di 

and Faridpur which are comparatively 

less malarious :— 
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Miilariott!: 

W e may also draw the attention of 
our readers to the followinfj table, show­
ing how 'malarious districts are deserted ^''5,',"^'^"^" 
in comparison with comparatively ' less 
malarious districts :— 

Table F. 
Di'.trict Immigrant'- KmigmnU 
Nadi« S9.0 ' ° ' .^3.737 
Murshldabad 7i.og6 7K<)9<) 
fessore 47,03b 7 ' . ' 34 
Buckergunj .WjOSS 39,012 
Mymcnsingti i . i ^ .o io Si),530 
Faridpore 73.4**? 7.S.**'o 

Any how it is not an evil of the ,, , . 
^ Mr, |«>.iice 

nature of irood moilahs and bad Brah- ciumdrtt-
^ cirkitr and 

mins, caste-distinction and non-caste- V"' '̂ •̂''•'«-
nchnrliKii 

distinction and so forth. Mr. Justice 

Chandravarkar, who is an eminent advo­

cate of social reform, justly remarked in 

his address at the Social Conference of 

1903 :— 

It IS a supernci.u view to take of j,k(.. are not 
^1 r 1 I r 'hi- cause 01. 

the cau.se of the degeneracy of a com- r.iciai decay. 

munity of people to .say that it has gone 

down, solely because it is divided into 

innumerable castes, it enforces infant 

marriage, it prohibits widow marrige and 

keeps women in seclusion." 
The gradual decay of the race is 

http://cau.se
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The ouisus purely due to causes which are preventi-
0 1 d e c a y ' ' '• 

art prevent blc bv the cfforts of the State and have 
itile. ' 

been found so preventible. 
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Mahomcdan customs may be better 
than the Hindu customs or thev may hv rn-i<.m> 

"̂  lierc Imvc 

the reverse. Fiiit has that anythinij to do nothmB to 
' " (1(1 with the 

with the question whcr. one sees that iiviiinK"" î i 

both Hindus and Mahomed.ins are 

equally falling-off throughout Ind ia? If 

one requires proof of this, let him consult 

the fol!ovvint,r table taken from the report 

of Mr. Hain on the i^encral census of 
India ;— 

Tabic—showing; the increase of popula­
t ion among the difTcrent conimuni t ics 

of I ndia. 
Table G. 

., I I'crcenlaKo (111 Approviiiiiilc iii r-
Kel.giui, I'n'u'-""™' „,uil popula reniaRc-of vari.i- A pntoflrom 

">y' iii.ii iw,n )».tw^^n Mr. Hill n s 
roporl on 
the c(.*n*.i\s. 

Brahniinic 3"7,7Ji,727 

Aninii<>t (^,280,467 

Jain 1,416,638 

Buddhist 7,131,361 

Jew 17,194 

ChriMun 2,284,380 

Mnwlman 57,321,164 

I'c'rcontaf;o on 
ii.uil popula 

iKJII. 

3-23 / 

0-49 

2,4s 

0.006 

0.80 

19.96 

ApproMMiiilc pi r-
rentage of variii-

ti(jn iwtween 
r S S l y i . 

+ 10.S2 

14.86 

4 24.46 

+ 20.93 

+ 21.85 

+ JO,6l 
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T h e following passage is also takt 11 

from Mr. Bain's report .— 

Mr. Bain " T h e birth rate is indeed very i,!--

above that of any European countr \ , 

we except Russia, and reaches nea. 

48 per milic in the whole country. IJm 

the death rate is equally abnormal, evi 

it we omit the more frequent cccurreiu -

of famine and epidemic diseases in Ind'.i 

and may be taken to reach, on an a\f -

rage, 41 per mille." 

Nobody will deny that if the Hindu 

The Hindus customs and the Mahomedan customs ê -̂
H n (1 t li 0 

Mahomedans scntially differ, thev differ in all theiiru-
—they (hrter ^ ' ' 
in customs vinces of India. Yet notwithstandino 
trnr but still . " 

the/arei-qu î- that difference both the Hindus and the 

Mahomedans of the whole of India are 

equally falling off. In fact the present 

customs of the twocommunities that have 

so long lived together are not very differ­

ent on essential economical points. If the 

Hindus are averse to widow-remarriage 

so are Mahomedans to some extent. 

Both the communities used to favour 
polygamy, but both the commimities 

Ihev 
))' falling off. 
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have begun to stop it more or less. Lt. 

Colonel Mukerjee's own figures in Bengal 

show that. Be that as it may, assum­

ing that the customs of the two commu­

nities are essentially divergent, that has 

not affected the rate of their decrease. 

T h e rate of increase of the Hindus as 

shown above is 10.82. T h a t of the 

Mahomedans is even a trifle less, their 

rate of increase being 10.62. But perhaps 

the learned Lt. Col. means to say that 

what is true of the whole of India is not 

true of Bengal. But we have shown by 

the census figures of \\'^est Bengal, 

Northern Bengal and Central Bengal 

that what is true of the whole of India 

is also true of these three divisions of 

Bengal. 

Now remains Hast Bengal in which 

the Mahomedans outnumber the Hin­

dus. Thus the Mahomcdan figures 

show an advantage. But can it be [)os-

sibly said that the cause of this difference 

in East Bengal is owing to bad Brahmins 
and good Mollahs ? The Brahmans 

Lt. Colonel 
Muk iierjeif 
examined. 

What iv Iriic 
<if tlic whole 
<if Indi.H is 
iilbo true of 
Ihethrcedivi 
•. I o n s o f 
Hcngal. 

East bengal 
— H i n d u s 
a n d Maho­
medans. 
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"f ire Ea*t 
Sn^beioi; 
lie gra­

nary, the 
M«nom«dans 
Mtltetterofr 

li. Col 

poU ttca I 
MBnder. 
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and Moukvis of the rest of India, naf 
of the rest of Bengal, are equally^ bad. 
Can it be said that in East Bengal alone 
the former are an execrable lot and the 
latter are a heavenly class ? The cause of 
the difference is, as we have pointed out, 
that East Bengal is the granary of 
Bengal and is comparatively less mala­
rious and that out of 25,495,416 Maho-
medans in Bengal, 11,220,427 are in 
East Bengal alone. So our Mahome-
dan brethern of East Bengal are better 
off. Why should we grudge it ? The 
Colonel has unnecessarily and irrele­
vantly struck a chord of race-antago­
nism. This is certainly deplorable. W e 
have used the expression the "advan­
tage" as regards Mahomedan figures. 
We have done this delibrately. Be­
cause the 11,220,427 Mahomedans in 
East Bengal are seemingly Mahome­
dans, most of them are really Hindu 
converts. So absolutely there is no 
cause for the Hindus to beat their t»«astt 
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of East Bengal possess certain advan­
tages? But the cause for alarm is that, 
even with such advantages the Maho-
medan! population of East Bengal is 
showing a falling off in the rate of 
increase. From i6 per cent, in one 
decade, it has become 12 per cent, in 
the next. 

The good Colonel talks of the higher 
intellectual education of our Mahome-
dan brethren. One would wish it were 
a fact But the Mahomedans them­
selves are aware of their deficiency in 
this respect. They are well aware of 
the followingifigures of census showing 
the proportion between literate and 
illiterate Hindus and Mahomedans. 

4J 

SliII bow-
ever they «re 
falling oft. 

The Colonel 
I a bu u ri n g 
u n d e r a 
mistake. 

Table H 
Literary t 

Showing (he percentage of hterary peitons among the wnongrt thj 
Hindus and Mahomedans of Bengal (Censui repotl of 1891) "'""n*. •»< 

the MahoiMN in every io,ooa 

Learning 
LitenUc 

teiate 

dam. 
MALES. 

Hindus. 

1040 
8701 

Mahomedans. 
178 
'S3 

95*9 



44 

Llteiary le Learning 
Aim. Litt̂ rale 

Ulilcrate 

A DYING RACE- HOW DYING ? 

FEMALES. 

Hindus. 
10 

9954 

Table I. 

MahomedenSi^ 
4 
9 
9987 

(Cenbui. of 1901 for Bengal.) 

LITEKATE 

Edncationni 
a c t i v i t y 
a m o n e; s t 
Mahomedans. 

Moral and 
A e I i ^ i o u s 
Education of 
the Mahome-
dan. 

H'rdub - by p»-r lliousand 
Muhuinedaiis—36 per lilouscind 

Table J 

Sliowing the lilerar> condition among different comparable 
sectKms of Hindus and NUliomcdans of liengal. 

*" ensus of 1901, 

Dhobis (I/ indu) 26 per thf'Usdnd 
DhobK (Maliomedan) 6 per thousand 
Kaluo (Hinchi) iS Do Do 
KKIOO (Maliomedan) 2 Do Do 
Tanti (Ilmdii) 61 Do Do 
Jola (Maliomedan) 27 Do Do 

While our Maliomedan brethren are 
earnestly applyinĵ f̂ themselves to make 
up their educational defect, one may 
very well say that it is not the work of 
a friend to lull them into a false sense 
of security in this respect. 

Then again as to the question of 
moral and religious education every body 
is aware that respectable Mahomedan 
gentlemen earnestly cultivate and secure 
a high moral and religious education. 
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But surely it would not be true to say 
the^sajne of the mass of Mahomedans-
the common labourers and the cultivators. 
The high compliment paid to thcni is cer­
tainly a bit quixotic. The deplorable des­
cription which Dr. Hunter gives of the 
masses of the rural Mahomedans fifty 
years ago holds in many quarters up to 
the present day notwithstanding the 
meteor-like visits of Mollahs from the 
north-west now and then. As to the 
Colonel's graphic description of a masjid 
in every village and jumma namaj every 
Friday in all hamlets those who person­
ally know things would say otherwise. 
Myself, for instance, being an inhabit­
ant of East Bengal and residing in the 
midst of a number of more or less 
Mahomedan villagers, who are my ten­
ants, can [jerhaps, claim better know­
ledge on this point than the Lt. Colonel, 
But as the saying is "Mos khabarkd 

Jkuti 0 bh&H "—even a false report of 
a good news is welcome! 

The Lt, Coionel's imputation to the 

The compli­
ment—s little 
bit quixotic. 

Dr. Hunicr'* 
remarks still 
liold good 

Mnitjid i D 
every village 
&c—though a 
gofxl new* but 
not trae. 
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Hindu peasantry of drunkenness and 
A cruel <ic ^^c Hkc is suTcly a rruH defamapr>ii» If 

lamation. ^j^^ Mahomcdan Rayots are free from 
the vice of drink, so are Hindu Rayots. 
The latter perhaps are purer in this 
respect than the former. Because the 
former now and than indulge in "tari," 
while the latter do not touch anythin$j|- of 
the sort. As regards the urban lower class 
Hindus and urban lower class Mahome-
dans, perhaps one would find it difficult 
to choose between the two in this respect 
—the latter making up by "tari" and 
opium what they want in liquors and 
siddhi. 

But all these are questions of little 
™uJiâ Tr'e importance %o the great question which 
premariiy jj,^. writer has mooted viz., the question 
fottheevii. of thc "Dying Race." Poverty and ma­

laria are primarily responsible for the 
evil, though they are likely to bring in 
moral degeneration with them. 



The condition of tiie middle class—VII. 

Before findinjj^ fault with the intellec­
tual classes for not doing their duties 
properly by the mass of the pe(iple one 
should look to their position. That posi­
tion is woeful indeed, first as regards 
economic and then as regards the con­
sequential liability to disease and mor­
tality. 

To begin with their economical [)Osi-
tion. Their income from the land, what 
ever it is. is fixed in money. It has not 
increased but on the contrary is re­
duced by divisions. The scale of their 
remuneration for service and otherwise 
instead of increasing has failen owing to 
obvious cau.ses. Thus on the whole their 
rate of iticome which is fixed in money, 
has fallen. But the rate of price of the 
necessaries of life has increased, one 
may say about eight fold. So the month­
ly income of Rs. lo for one, which at 
the best has remained constant, having 
been sufficient in days gone by to main-

InUaspectivc 
in.s|Kction. 

The Erono-
iiiic position. 
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tain a small family, can not at the 
present time support even one member 
of the family, this ten rupees beinj);̂  now 
practically reduceed to the value of 
about ten two-anna pieces. Then there 
is continual famine in every middle class 
family. We have assumed that they 
have the same precentage of employ­
ment now, as before. But that is not 
the fact. Seventy-five" per cent are now 
without employment. The question of 
the non-employment of a small number 
of men in E^ngland, has been the cause 
of a cry which is renclin<;" the skies and 
the Parliament is busy about the Old-
Afje-Pension Bill and the like. And if 
one turns his eyes to Germany, he will 
find there a huge institution to assist 
those who are without employment. 
There we have none to care for the 
sad lot of the middle-classes. 

A priori therefore one would expect 
A p ri or I ' 

coMideratioii them to be dyincr or being, on their way 
of the ques- • - r, i i 
tion. to extmction. But now look to the 

facts—th»; figures of the census. Too 

E V idcnl l ) 
Seventy five 
per cent are 
o u t i» f e in -
ploymenl. 
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sadly they verify what might be expect­
ed. The census report shows that the 
BraKnulis of Bengal who increased from 
1872 to 1881 by 12 p.c . had their rate 
of increase reduced to about 2 p.c. during 
the succeeding two decades. Similarly 
the KAyasthas who have increased by 
3 p.c. in the decade from 1872 to 1881 
have their rate of increase reduced to 1 
p.c, from 1881 to 1891 and fi;om 1891 to 
1901, instead of an increase their is a 
decrease by 8 p.c. There has been a 
total decrease of one lakh in the last 
decade. We have not been able to get 
the figures of the Baidyas, but their 
number being small their case appa­
rently has not been considered in the 
report. This is the condition of things 
as regards these two important classes of 
the community which constitute the 
brain of the race. And we have said 
before that a nation realy dies when 
the brain-element of it is on the path to 
death, although the lower classes re­
main,—in fact even if they increase in 

The Brah­
mins and the 
Kayasthtt»— 

A decrease 
by nnc Inkli. 

An examina­
tion whether 
the Race i» 
dying. 
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The Kayas-
thai! are de-
creating fast 
and the pros­
pect isgloomy 
indeed. 

Now as regards this death rate let 
us take particularly the case of the 
Kiyasthas with reference to the figures 
of some of the important districts and 
we shall see how the KAyasthas are fast 
decreasing in those districts which are 
mostly malarious. 

Table H. 
KAVASTHAS. 

IJistrict. J891 1901 

Nadift 

Jcswirc 

24 I'arganas 

Muishidabad 

Midna(K)re 

llueli 

Rajslmlii 
Ranghpore 

Bogra 

I'ftlina 
Dacca 

Buckergunj 
Mymensingh 

Chitagong 

Noakhali 
Ti|ipcra 

If th 
prospect 

ings 
isgl 

33614 
59339 
46436 

13560 

82526 

29177 

6747 
10020 

3829 

32>56 

895*7 
9S932 

975^7 
74206 

45251 
72554 

go on in this 
oomy indeed! 

3057'' 
55409 

34177 
i23S.-( 

41686 

23610 

6331 

8565 
3804 

30447 

SS963 
78168 
90180 
7142 J 

34018 

70413 

way, the 



Pressure Upon the Soil.—VIH. 

Numerous are the men who would 
invite the people of this country to 
extend their agricultural persuits and 
among them is naturally Lt. Col. U. N. 
Mukerjee. But has not the extension of 
agriculture in all countries a reasonable 
limit ? In an address which I intended 
to deliver at the District Conference of 
Faridpur, I took some jjains to show 
that there are circumstances under which 
extension of cultivation may be carried 
too far so as to make it an evil. In every 
country a large quantity of land remains 
fallow to serve a good many useful pur­
poses. In fact all lands do not pay for 
their cultivation. And the great econo­
mist Ricardo demonstrates that there 
must be some land in every country 
which cannot afford to pay what is 
called rent. In all countries a large por­
tion of the population engages in indus­
trial pursues and thus supplement the 
a^cultural wealth of the country large-

Considera­
tions of Ann-
cultural ex­
tension. 

Limitation 
to tMenmon 
and P I of. 
Kicardu. 
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Indnstrial 
wealth and 
India. 

An expla­
nation of the 
Annual lecar-
r e n c e o f 
famine. 

ly by industrial wealth. Industrial wealth 
is wealth made out in a great measure 
from skill and intelligence. It thifs be­
comes a case of wealth made by conver­
sion of mental powers which unlike land 
are capable of an indefinite expansion. 
In India we had industrial wealth and 
had it in vast quantities. That being 
gone, we are driven to the land alone to 
maintain ourselves and to pay the large 
tribute to Enj^land which we are bound 
to pay and to pay for our imported 
necessaries and luxuries. The result is 
that the pressure upon the land has 
become extreme. It has become too 
much for the land to bear. Hence fre 
quent—in fact, continual occurrences of 
those terrible protests of nature called 

^famines against the heavy burden upon 
the land. That is the explanation of our 
annual famines which were centineal in 
times gone by. Perhaps, in older times 
it did not at all infest the land. Before 
proceeding to dilate on the dire evils of 
an extreme presstire upon the land^ 
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which were on one occasion impressively 
explained by a well-known President of 
the Onited States of America, I shall 
give figures from the census book to 
give an idea, how fast we are being drift­
ed to exhaust our land. 

From 1891 to 1901, within ten years 
in whole India there was an increase of the"'̂ afiricul-
agriculturists by so much as about 2 '"""*• 
crores. 

I90I 
1891 

IN BKNGAL. 
Table N. 

5,61,28,687 
4.72.3S.37* 

88,y.?.3is 
Thi .̂ gives, an increase of alxiut 89 lakli' (nf agriculturists). 

Table 0. 
AGRICULTURAL LAIiOUKLRS. 

1901 ... ... 51,83.746 
1891 ... ... 16,40,369 

.35.43-377 
Tliis gives an increase of more than 35 lakhs i. e., 216 

per cent. 
Table P. 

OCCUPATION OF IT, 
BENGAL. 

Agriculture ... ... 7lS 
Industry ... ... 122 
Commerce ... 8 
Profession ... 17 

862 
The remiuning 138 per 1,000 have no occupation L e. 

tb«y are mostly beg^us. 
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The cry of 
tbe Despoti. 

EviU from 
the pressore 
upon the soil. 

<*KXTKND OULTIYA-nON." 

'Extend cultivation' is the cry of 
those who are responsible to none except 
their despotic will. Of course one may 
well ask as to improve the cultivation. 
But improving cultivation is like others 
an industry requiring capital, whereas 
the poor Rayat has no capital to im­
prove his cultivation. 

The pressure upon the soil is produc­
ing the following serious evils :— 

(i) The poor Rayat is often 'nolens 
volens driven to cultivate even suchland, 
the cultivation of which does not pay. 
Although he should not be required to 
pay any rent for such land. But who ever 
heard of the settlement officer having 
leftjmy land unassessed ? 

(2) The poor people of the country 
have no means to buy fuel for their cook­
ing. As there is no jungle land allowed 
to remain as such, at any event for the 
use of the poor mass, as was the case in 
former times, the p>oor people are be­
ing hard pressed for fuel—in fact, a 
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regular famine of fuel is threatening us. 
(3) There being no grassy land left 

as pasturage, fodder has gone up in price, 
so the price of milk has gone up so high 
as to be prohibitive to the common 
people to secure milk for their infants, 
not to speak of the famine of pure ghee 
which is the main support of the Indian 
brain. 

Men in affluent circumstances may 
not form an idea of these evils but one 
who sees the country with his eyes open, 
will find how the misery of the common 
people is assuminj^ t(igantic proportions 
owing to the above consequences of the 
extreme pressure u]Jon the soil, interfer­
ing with matters of their food and health. 
The Lt. Colonel speaks of the wealth, of The Coio-
the rayats of East Bengal, but surely he Rayat»ofthe 
IS aware how only one year s failure of 
the crops reduced them to a state of 
Starvation from which they were rescued 
by the benevolent efforts of men like 
Sj. Aswini Kumar Dutta and his co­
adjutors. But this is by the bye. 
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B e n g a l 
Tenancy Act 
and itii draw 
backi). 

lite ques­
tion of irriga­
tion,— 

Reqaires a 
lerioaiconsi-
deiation. 

Each one of the three evils resulting 
from the extreme pressure on the soil is 
of a grave character. But they have 
hardly received any attention from our 
public men. Take the first of them. 
When the Bengal Tenancy Act was on 
the anvil, the Government raised the 
question in the shape of a discussion on 
what is an unearned increment, admitt­
ing that a share of that unearned incre­
ment only, should be the limit of rent 
payable by rayat. But while the Govern­
ment raised the question as regards 
lands held under private proprietors, they 
were absolutely silent on this point 
when dealing with the principles of land 
revenue assessment in re.non-permaner^-
ly settled tracts. It is the duty of our 
public men to moot the question. They 
say excavation of canals for irrigation 
is a great boon to the rayats. But it has 
yet to be ascertained, considering the 
irrigation rates which the rayats have 
to pay, how far they gain in the net. 



Freedom. 

Swadeshi the only Remedy,—IX. 

From the preceding paper it is 
. I 1 I 1 r 1 Swadesliism 

evident that we must look for the means is the only 
r 1 -̂ 1 • 1. !• -̂ e means to our 

of our salvation only in the direction oi Economic 

revivinir our industries, in other words in 

the Swadeshi Movement. T h e loss of 

our industries is graphically traced by our 

leaders among- others Lt. Col, Mukerjee, 

historically. History shows that our chief 

industries were destroyed .so long back as 

in Eas t India Company's time. But some 

small industries and petty callings yet re­

main. How even these petty industries, 

small commercial pursuits and humble 

professions are gradually dying out from 

)^ar to year will be shewn by figures of the 

census in recent years given below. T h e 

following table should be carefully gone 

through by everyone who takes interest 

in the questions of the 'dying race'. And 

it may be noted here, that some of the 
industries and professions, for example 

cotton weaving-hand industry, {»aper 
industry, etc, consist equally of Hindus 
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Swadeth-
ism is more 
beneficial to 
the Mabo-
jne(!lans than 
t o t h e 
Hindus. 

and Mahomedans ; in the case of others 
the one or the other community 
predominates, for example in the occup­
ations such as those of tailors, dyers, 
builders, silk-worm rearers, spinners etc. 
the Mahomedans prevail. Regarding the 
cotton weaving industry the census return 
shows that i6 in every looo of Maho­
medans are occupied with it, as compar­
ed with II per 1,000 of Hindus. This 
proves what has so often been said that 
Swadeshi is likely to prove more 
beneficial to the Mahomedans than to 
the Hindus. 

Table Q. 

ORDINARY INDUSTRIES. 

Nanif. igoi 

Makers ajid dealers in bangles., 
necklaces beads, sacred thread 
etc. 113161 

Dealers in wool and fur 23208 
Silk-carders, spinners, weavers, 

makers of silk-braid and thread 
sellers of raw silkcloth, braid 
and thread 41998 

Cotton-cleanen, ptessers and 
ginnen 30198 

Cotton-we«ve(t—hand tndB«ti7 ^^519 1 

tSgi Decrease 
p. c. 

127696 
4S049 

46539 

3813a 
oogm 

I I 
48 

9 

ai 
$ 
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Name. 1901 1891 Decrense 
p. c 

Cotton spinners, siezers and } arn 
beaters, cotton yarn and thread 
sellers 93214 

Cotton dyers 10251 
Dealers m raw fibres 17121 
Makers of rope fibre, matting, 

bag etc 4 062 
Tailors i nd dress makers 3^54^r 
Maters of metallic articles t ic 7426S9 
Maker:, of glass, earthen ware 

and stone ware 4791 S j 
Dealers in wood, cane leaves etc 736429 
Dealers in drugs, gums d>Ls etc 71090 
Dealers in Leather 313328 
Dealers in coinmtrcc, transport 

and storage 
Gur and sugar sellers, i n A t r s ol 

sugars, inollasses and gur by 
hand 32195 

Tobacco and snufi manufacturers 
and sellt-rs 

Ship Wrights, boi l builders t ic 
Dealers in paper 
Stationers 

Table 
I lumbtt f'rofessions 

98802 7 
20812 51 
24812 31 

69485 26 

469157 18 
850418 13 

4Q9SS6 4 
S7620J 4 
IJ3206 12 
350492 11 

'543>j8 190^640 22 

577&0 44 

70596 
30307 
122JO 

54SI 

109105 

31439 
50242 
5 !40'i 

35 
4 
78 
90 

Uarl>ers 463 512 
Washermen 33S6£7 
t i shennen , fish curers and fish 

dealers 1239067 
Ghee preparers and sellers 12107 
Oil pressers ind sellers 4*1329 
Sweet meat makers and sellers 120191 
Salt makers and sellers 40090 
I.ime chunas and shell burners 

and sellers 23097 
Masic and musical instrument 

nuker» and sellers 6296 

We may also give some 
show how many even out 

5,3072 16 
38t'879 12 

1311700 
1382S 

'544537 
1̂ 9011 
799225 

6 
13 
21 

7 
SO 

29423 22 

15311 59 

instances to 
of this re-
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M e n of 
hamble pro-
fesnons turn-
ned agiicol-
turists. 

The lament-
ble state oi 
the learned 
profeisions. 

duccd number of the humble professions 
have turned agriculturists. 

Table S. 
In 1901 

Name of the profcssiDn. Actual Partially Depen-
workers. agrical- dents. 

Total turists. 
number. 

Barbers 
Washermen 
Fishermen and fisb-curerb 
Ghee preparers and sellers 
Oil-pressers 
Swcct-mcat makers 

191788 
•75699 
235160 
5957 

108417 
16686 

35128 271724 
22789 162968 
21372 315945 
803 5650 

15931 12711S 
5960 22485 

In the next precedincr paper we 
have been dealing with the question of 
the lamentable condition of the upper-
middle class. Among other things I 
said roughly that a large percentage of 
them are out of employment now. The 
following table regarding the state of 
the learned professions and of Govern­
ment service will show this :— 
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Table T. 

i I -
§ • - • § • - • § 

Name of rrofession. "> 8, ' ^ 5 

1. Education 120849 139634 '3 

2. Litemtare .52189 103460 69 

3. Medicine '75396 190296 8 

4. EngineerinR and survey '.S^o-̂  17080 11 

5. Pictorial Art and Sculpture 6998 giig 23 

6. Music, Acting and dancing 140360 175356 20 

7. Government service Renerally 565346 848729 33 



The Commercial Statistics.—X. 

Arguments 
proving that 
Swadeshistn 
is the only 
mean!) to the 
Kconomi c 
Freedom. 

What has necessarily caused the 
extreme pressure on the soil, the cala­
mitous effects of which have been re­
ferred to, and what necessitates the 
resort to Swadeshi movement, as the 
only means of our salvation, will clearly 
appear from the tables of imports and 
exports which are presently to be given. 
When two countries arc similarly cir­
cumstanced i.e., when one country is 
not perpetually in the position of a 
debtor to the other—debtor without 
borrowinj^—imports and exports are 
equal with temporary fluctuation only ; 
but when one country is in the perpetual 
position of a debtor, exports must be 
larger than the imports —the excess of 
exports over imports representing the 
amount of wealth in kind, which she 
has to hand over to the other country 
without any economical return. The 
last column of the table " U " given 
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below will show the amount of wealth 

which India has been parting with, 

without return in the above manner 

during the several periods mentioned in 

the table :— 

Table U. 

AnniijiJ averiige. 

For litv fivf}'early 
period 

,, ending 1S39 .. 
„ ,, 1858 ... 
,, ., 1K08 ... 
„ „ 1878 . 
„ ,. 1S88 ... 
„ ,, 1898 ... 

U)0_] ... 
For 1905 only 

,, ic)o6 ,, 
„ 1907 „ ... t 

1 
i Imports m 

CTOTV^ i>t 

Rs. 

i 
7 .P 

20.85 1 
A'\-i\ • 
4S.22 1 
7> 1.5 1 
88.50 

I H). 61J ' 
124.05 
US-^o 1 
lt)2 07 

KxporU in 
crort's of 

Ks. 

I I .J2 
25-S5 
^7-(>(> 
'•J<,1 
r)o. 28 

I ' J W 
iSfi-.S" 
108.16 
tS2.27 
182.0J 

Kxces.s of 
cxptirK over 
imports, in 
crori*s of 

Rs. 

4.00 
—-

s.ss 14.91 
1515 
2.5-J7 
25.90 
44.16 
46.77 
I9.9<) 

T h e above table shows that what 

India has to part with annually without 

economic return has been fast growing. 

T h e figures indeed beginning with the 

annual average of 4 crores at the end of 

1839 come to 46.77 crores for 1906. 

But one may not quarrel with the pay­

ment itself which is a large question. 

5 

The Wealth 
of In(li.i part 
etl with with­
out .1 return. 
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The whole 
of the tribute 
has to be paid 
from the raw 
produce. 

And hence 
the immense 
pressure upon 
the soil. 

W h a t I mean to point out is, the dis-

a.slrou3 effects of the shape in which the 

amount has to be paid. It would 

be seen from the follovring figures, tha t 

the whole of the tribute that has to be 

paid is paid by the raw produce of our 

soil. Not only the tribute, but in fact 

the whole of our e.vports which in 1906 

amount tt) 1S2.27 crores consists of the 

raw produce of our soil. This means, 

that not only we are compelled to br ing 

under culti\Mlion such ti large tract of 

land as is necessary to feed our thirty 

crores of people, but also a very large, 

additional portion to produce 182.27 

rupees worth of crops. This creates a 

pressure of an unprecedented character 

upon the soil. This makes it necessary 

that in order that we might live and pay 

our dues, the weather should be most 

propitious in every .season. As such an 

extreme degree of propitiousness in rains 

and sun rays cannot be expected, the 

result must be continual famines. One 
might say why our imports, which, for 
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A word 
to those who 

instance, was in 1906, 135.50 crores, 

should not work as some set off to miti­

ga t e the extreme pressure upon the soil. 

But from the figures given below one 

will see, that our imports comprise no '*"' °' ' 
^ ' r c t u r n rot 

necessary food articles but comprise ''|«"'." P" ' -

certain articles of luxury only as regards !"<"» 

the people and the remainder constitutes 

the requirements of the foreign adven­

turers in the country. If instead of raw 

materials, the produce of our soil, the 

exports had consisted of articles manu­

factured by us, then the tribute would 

have sat very lightly, upon the nation. 

Because in that case the tribute would 

have been paid partly by the expense of 

our intelligence, skill and labour, in short 

as people in this country say, by bodily 

labour. In olden times not only manu­

factured goods but to a great extent An Indus-

goods manufactured here with imported ence to*India 

raw materials were our chief exports. "^^^ ^y. "*̂* 

Thus in those olden times we occupied 

the most advantageous position. For 

when a country produces manufactured 
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I n d i a is 
now in her 
wotsl condi­
tion. 

Proof of the 
kbove from 
e x p o r t 
trikde Re­
port,— 

articles with raw materials imported from^ 
other countries its position is the best. 

Then there is not the least possibility 
of pressure upon the soil. The next best 
condition is where a country produces 
manufactured articles by using at all 
events, part of its own agricultural pro­
duce. And the worst condition is that in 
which we are now placed, viz., that in 
which all the produce of the soil except 
what can be retained for food is sent 
away, there beint;' no manufacturing 
industry in the country. This will be 
shown by the following table. 

Table V. 

Analysis of India's exports. 1907,— 

Indian merchandise exiHirtcd 
Foreign merchandise re-e\(K)rted ... 
Gold and siKei 

Tbtal 

The Indi.in Ex[X)rts Consisted of 
Raw Materials 

including 
Cotton (raw) 
Jute 
Seeds 
Hides and skin 
Woc.1 
Silk 
Articles of (ood and drink 

in4»<^>QS-
Rice 
Tea 

173.42 crores of Rs, 
3-76 
S-44 

1S2.63 

»» 
'* 

Crores of Rs. 

25-70 
17-97 
l6.Si 
10-95 
2.10 
0.63 

20.3 
10.3 

76.22 

44* 6y 
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Crores of 
9.14 

2.02 

I.II 
1.10 

39-29 

Rs. The Indian Exports Consisted of 
Wheat and wheat flour 
PuUes, millets 
Cofee ... 

3. Metals and metal nianufactures 
4. Manufactured (fully or p.irtly) articles 

including. 
Jute manufactures ... ... 1S.29 
Cotton ... ... ... 10.70 
Indigo ... ... o.6j 
Oils ... ... . . o.«5 
Ijic ... . 4.0S 

5. Opium ... ... ... 8.67 
etc. etc. 

Table W ^ivcn below will show how 
mainly our imports consist of manufiic-
tured articles, mostly manufactured from 
raw produce sent by us and of certain 
articles of luxury so far as the])eopleare 
concerned and certain implements and 
machinery for the need of foreign adven­
turers in the country. 

Table W. 
Analysis of India's Imports, 19o7,- ^^e^ j j j ^ 

Merchandise ... ... I29'85 Croren of Ks, trade. 
Gold and Silver ... ... 32'82 ,, 

Totol ... ... 162-67 „ 
The mercbandine consisted of 
I. Cotton maiiufacnira— ... ... 4S.04 
a. Metals including 

Iron and Steel ... ... 9.75 
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Crores of R s . 

Copper... ... 2-06 

Machinery ... ... 6.58 

Hardware and Cutlery 3.16 

In.'itruments and 

apparatus ... ... 1.36 

Uailway Materials 7.20 

3. Articles of f-H l̂ and drink ... ... 16.54 

ini,lu'lin(; Sug.ir ... 9.22 

Trovisidn'. ... 2.74 

Spices... ... 1.56 

Spirit-,... ... 1.10 

Salt ... ... 0.80 

4. Clothing (other than Cotton)— 

Woolen manufactures 2.76 

Silk ... ... 2.13 

Apparel (including Shoes) 2.58 

5. Mineral oil.s (including Kerosm) ... 3-^5 

6. Other things .such as 

Glitss ware ... 1.44 

Carriages and Carls ... j . i J i 

Paper ... ... 0.99 

Matches ... 0.73 

etc etc etc 

Thus the pressure upon the soil and 
issues ue the urgent need of reviving our indus­

tries are clearly established, explaining 
ftrily our poverty and diseases arising 
out of it and obviating the necessity of 
the theory of 'good Mollahs and bad 
Brahmans". As regards the large question 
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of the drain, that no doubt lies at the 
root of the whole thing, but neither we 
nor the Government can help it. The 
question is dealt with by a writer of a 
treatise on India economics as follows:— 

" Indian's political situation makes it An«iysi« 
/ • I , 1 , of the facts 

necessary lor her to employ a number of as to how 
highly paid Eni(lish officers and an army con"i'nu»iiy 
of British troops (about i,^ of a lakh). 
The pension o'i all these and their sav­
ings while in service in India are sent 
to England. Besides, a vast amount of 
the capital invested in the Indian 
Railways and modern industries came 
from England, and the interest has to be 
sent to England for payment. There­
fore India is in the position of a "debtor 
country," i.e., her payments or e.xport.s 
must exceed her receipts or imports. 
Every year the Indian exports exceed 
the imports by about 24 millions sterl­
ing. Nearly three fourths of this form 
the Home Charges. This is the per­
manent state of affairs. The economic 
effect of it is (a) that India parts with 
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raw materials and gets back manu­
factured croods. The profit on the 
latter is much larger than that on the 
former. Moreover, the raw materials, 
especially grain, constitute the very 
nourishment of the people, and these we 
have to part with in return for manu­
factures which are mostly luxuries, (b) 
Manufactured articles being much smal­
ler in bulk than raw materials of the 
same price, Indian exporters have to 
pay far more in freight than the Euro­
pean importers into India, (c) As the 
ships carrying Indian goods to Europe 
cannot get full cargoes on the return 
voyage, the raw materials exported from 
India have to pay very high rates, 
amounting nearly to i yi times the freight 
of a single voyage, (d) The surplus 
money represented by the excess of our 
exports over our imports goes out of the 
country altogether, instead of remaining 
here to increase our capital and nourish 
our industries. The portion of the 
profits of Indian agricultural industries 
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and commerce, which is represented by 
the excess of our exports is lost to the 
people. This would not have been the 
case if India had not been a debtor 
country. In this respect the Home 
•Charges constitute a drains on India."* 

From 'Economics of Britub India' by Trof. J. Sark«r. 
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The Vilified Brahmana.—XI. 

The Brah 
mm Colonel 
and the un 
fo i t u n a t e 
Brahmin'; 

A drfence 
of the posi­
tion of the 
SrahmtnSi— 

As regards the unfortunate Brahmin 
on whose doomed head, the Brahmin 
Colonel heaps his abuses, one must 
say that throuj^h fair and foul, through 
good report and bad, the Brahmin has 
stuck to a spiritual ideal which justifies 
the hope thit the Hindu race will never 
die. In fact, the wages of the virtues 
of our ancestors must be eternal 
life. The complaint that the Brahmin 
does not care to minister to the wants of 
the inferior castes is a plausible com­
plaint. But there is ,i si \^ of it which 
should not escape attention. To meddle 
actively with the internal affairs of any 
unadvanced body of men often tends to 
hinder their progress. In Europe, the 
intellectual and the moneyed aristocracy 
by constant interference with every trade 
and calling have destroyed everything 
in the shape of cottage industries. The 
whole of the mass in Europe is reduced 
to the condition of cOolies and labowers. 
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In India, according to the Hindu system, 
each man, however humble his calling 
might be, was an independent citizen with 
an independent living. He was his own 
capitalist though his capital might be 
only one day's earning and he wa,s him­
self both the capitalist and the labourer. 
This was in a tjreat measure owinjr to 
the "let alone" policy of the Brahmins 
and Kshatriyas. And as regards reli- —And rea-

. . , . . . , sons adduced 

gtous or spiritual ministration, examy)le 
often serves better than acts of ritualis­
tic ministration. The Brahminical stan­
dard of female chastity, of cleanliness 
an ! the like are catching to the lower 
castes. Then there are the Sanyasis 
and SAdhus who are hiirher afjents of 
spirituality than the priests. These 
never eschew the low castes. On the 
contrary, they make it a point to mi.x 
with the lower caster. With the Mus-
salmans also, good Fakirs are more 
effective religious teachers than their 
Mullahs. Thus it is clear that it is not 
proper to be discanting on the stock 
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The village 
Polity of our 
ancestors. 

The chief 
featato of the 
village Polity 
And reflection 
•on the (Mne. 

ideas of priestly evils regarding the cul­
ture of the popular mind in this country. 

Industrial education and religious 
instruction apart, a few words should be 
said here as to the village polity consti­
tuted and maintained by our ancestors. 
Before a Hindu of the present day 
charges his ancestors with breaking all 
the laws of God and nature he should 
for one moment remember the system of 
village republics which the Hindus 
inaugurated. The chief feature of these 
republics was a happy harmonisation of 
the capacities and interests of all grades 
of men forming the community ; from the 
priest down to the sweeper the interests 
of all classes were suitably provided, for 
according to the circumstances of each 
one's position. At social festivals, for 
instance marriage, the service of all were 
requisitioned and properly rewarded. It\ 
each village mostly the cultivators for­
med the majority and they used to be 
served by all the professional men refer­
red to above. These latter had no 
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cultivation and in order to make up this 

want the profe'ssional men had each a 

claim to a certain percentage of the 

grains produced by the rayats. In 

Bengal one in his younger days wit­

nessed the remnants of this custom more ^he 

or less. In certain districts of Orissa ^"" ] 

and Behar, the custom yet prevails to a '"'̂ •̂̂ • 

considerable extent, as for instance in 

Gaya in IJiihar, reg.irding wliich the 

Census Report of 1903 has tlie ft>llow-

" Much curious inform,ition on this 

subject is given b) Dr. Grierson in his 

little book on the Gaya district, where 

the old customs have been preserved to a 

great degree than in most other parts 

of the Province. T h e custom is there 

for each artisan to take his recognised 

share of grain when the cro[) has been 

reaped and brought to the threshing-

floor. T h e carpenter and blacksmith 

each are given about a maund of grain 

(half being rice) yearly for each plough 

while the Charaar gets 12 seers. 

Among the 
Artisan clasa. 
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Amongst 
the Telis. 

Amongst 
Dhobis and 
Napits &c., 

. The Teli also draws 
no fixed stipend, but receives 4 seers of 
oilseed for every seer of oil he is re­
quired to supply. In addition to these 
regular payments from the villagers, the 
artisan or village servant often holds a 
a small plot of land rent free, in return 
for which he supplies the Zemindar with 
earthenware, or shaves him and his 
family and cuts their hair, etc, as the 
case may be. " 

" The same system is in vogue in 
Bengal jjrofxir, but to a more limited 
extent. Ihe Dhoba and Napit usually 
enjoy small grants of rent free land 
from the Zemindars, and the Palki-bear-
ers and Haris also do so occasionally. 
They receive fixed remuneration in cash 
or grain from the villagers ; but the 
present tendency is towards payment by 
the job. The village carpenters and 
blacksmiths are usually paid in cash for 
the actual work done. The N^pit often 
enjoys exclusive right to work for the 
people in a recognised circle, but this 
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is not usually the case with the other 

village servants and artisans. " 

Universal brotherhood is very sweet xhcdoctrine 
of Universal 

to hear. But it should be noticed that Brotherhood 
—its difli-

that olten is a cover ior e.\c'usive perso- coitics and 
. . . draw-t)i\cks. 

nai selfishness. In communities in 
which the differt-nt organisations of 

different oradations of life arc not recojif-

nised. one finds that men often become 

most self-centred than otherwise. In 

such communities with a claim to the 

principle of universal brotherhood do 

people care to carry the dead bodies of 

their neighbours on their shoulders even 

to great distances, as the Hindus do 

with regard to their caste man? However, 

one must say that in the pesent state of 

things the supperior caste-peoj)le should 

take greater interest in the men of the 

lower grades than they are wont to Better re­

do. T o awaken such interests the pro- g^oWclli' 

per course is to revert to the good old ^ ^ , °^^^' 

customs of our ancestors indicated by i!!?'"iL^ f̂J" 

the Vedas. T h e Vedas are the cradle c'^vernL^t' 

of that self-governing system which the 
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Indo-Aryan races of the present day 
may claim as their heritage. The "jajna" 
sessions such as the Suttras and Dar-
sanas, the former lasting at least a 
month and the latter 17 days, were 
occasions on which not only great 
religious conferences were held but also 
what in present times are called social 
and administrative conferences. At these 
conferences all members of the Aryan 
community were present and took part 
and every individual present had an 
equal share in the effect {phaia) of the 
" ja jna" as the MimansA Suttras de­
monstrate. Even the non-aryan Sudras 
had a share in that. The Mimansd 
Suttras prove that there were Nisad 
Sthapatis meaning' Nisadas (equivalent 
to Namasudras) who performed the office 
of aSthapati at a "jajna". The non-
aryan Sudras were only not allowed 
to take a leading part in the "Agneya 
jajnas" and that because as Rishi Jai-
mini explains, they did not care to 
educate themselves for such "jajnas" 
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Is it proper then to HSiumt that our an­

cestors have ever sinned dj^aiiist the laws 

of God anil Nature ai»d cursed them as 

such sinners ? 

8 i 



The Food and Drink Question.—XH. 

T h e food and drink regulations of 
The Question i i r • i • i 

of food and the Hmdu socitty have a place in my 

subject firstly because they are connected 

with the subject of malaria and secondly 

because Lt. Colonel Mukhcrjee alludes 

lo those regulations as some of the causes 

of the decline of the Hindu race. 

It must be admitted that the Hindus 

are, rather were, very particular regard­

ing cooked-food and drinking water. 

Before sitting down to a dinner or cwn 

w ti y I ti e before nutting a ciii) o{ water to the 

takini; food lips, thev would eufiuire by whom and 
from any and 

every man. how ihc food was cookcd ;ind scrvcd 

and who brought the water and whence. 

This appears to be idiotic or depraved 

to the prophets of modern civilization. 

But the modern etiology of diseases is 

eveiy day discovering new bacili and 

bacteria which are finding their way into 

daccT'Trom ^^^ human body through food, drink and 

Science. otherwise and causing disease and death 

not only to individuals but through in-
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dividuals most disastrously affectinj^ a 

whole community. Under these circimis-

tances can it be said to he idiocy or de­

pravity to be punclihoiis in layinij^ down 

certain retjLi'ations reyarcHnt: the siinplv 

of cooked-food and even of drinkinir '•<l'>n'nabi'',sm 

wa te r? If one makes it a rule not to umi Naiuro." 

drink water from the liands of [)eople 

wht) would never wash their hands even 

after touching the dirtiest ol ihin;4s or 

who would n e \ e r cleanse their water 

pot, it m.iy be a sin ai; lin^i sentiinent, 

but it can not be s.iid to i)e ' a damnable 

sin ai^ainst Ciod .uid X'aturc. " ()ne may 

well be excused if he would never like 

to drink the water of a ' l)histiwalla " 

such as one hnds at some railway 

stations for supplying water to Maho-

medans and Sahebs. but would insist 

upon havinjr water supjjlicd by the 

Panday Brahmin who from his habits 

c leanses his lota three times a day. 

Rejj^arding the cook and the server of 

cooked-food, I shall narrate a story. An 

uncle of a friend of mine held a high 
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office in the Government toshdkhdna in 
The Vice-

toy's caste Lord Nofthbrooke's time. His Excellen-
and the Pcsti . 

lentiai ditch, cy Was out on a tour and my friend's 
uncle accompanied the Vicerej^ral party. 
On one occd.sion by the .side of a tent 
Buddhu, the Khansama, of the j^ood 
Viceroy was seen by the Hindu j.;entle-
man dressing;- a dish prepared for the 
Viceroy's dinner. .\ pestilential ditch 
with filthy water was close at hand. 
Huddhii in <lressin!u; the \'iceroy's di.sh 
was dii)pinj; his hands into the ditch and 
with the moisture of the pernicious ditch 
was .smoothinj^ the di.sh for the Viceroy. 
Said my frind's uncle, " Buddhu, what 
is that you are doinjr .̂ " Buddhu answer­
ed with a smile, ' .Sir, the Lat Saheb 
should be thankful for what I am doing. 
Why should I takti the trouble of j^oin^j 
to a distance to fetch good water for the 
purpose ?" That is what often takes place 
if one does not take any particular care as 
regards the preparation of his food. But 
I must say that regulations regarding 
cleanliness may be carried too far. At 
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any event a irenerat iiuerdiction of a 
particular caste or class from the })rivi-
lejĴ e of handlinsj-food and drink, should But, how-

" '^ ever, a Rene-

not be religiously maintained -'Ccssun- "•»' micniic-
" •' Hon of a pat-

to raiioni cessai l(;x" with the reason the "<:«i»"; "fie' 
bhnuld n>>t he 

law should cease. lUu imperfection is ."ivocatcfi. 

the lot of man. When .1 -general rule is 

necessary, it is often impossible to avoid 

exce|)tional b;id ri^suks from it. Any 

how. let the Hindus imjirove their dietic 

retfulalions in the liberal directions, by 

all means, liut it is ce-riainly ])ainful to 

hear wholesale diatribes av^ainsl our an­

cestors in this respect. . \ s I have point­

ed out, it is the first ])rinciple of Hindu­

ism to regard all men ;is pos.ses.sin^' 

souls which are ecjually <livine and imbu- foi, loihe 

ed with heavenly dij^nity. From the men'arctqmki 

days of Ram (Chandra whd hujrcrod ''̂ "•""'"y-

Guhak Chandal to his l«east as his 

sincere friend down to the present day 

when Shyama Dada, the old Namasudra 

servant of a Brahmin or Kayastha 

family, is resipected by all members of 

the family. T h e Hindus have never failed 
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Caste Regi-
dity in Madras 
—a protest. 

Lt. Colonel 
Muk herjee 
and'--The ideal 
food ot the 
Hindus. 

to respect and admire character wher­
ever it is found. liut I am bound to say 
here that the treatment accorded to cer­
tain depressed classes in the Madras 
Presidency and some other parts of 
India is abominal/y itu-Hindu. 

Now one word as re<,'ards healthy 
and nourishintj lood. The fjood Lt. 
Colonel complains that the Hindu pays 
no such attention to his food as the 
Mahomedan docs. It may be in a cer­
tain sense triu'. The ideal food of a 
Brahmin was uita/> rice (rice from un­
boiled patldy), kdnck kala (that species 
of plain tain which is only fit for culinary 
purposes) and a little ^^a' . When that 
is the ideal, how can the members of the 
community be ready to prize much food-
stulf oi a different ideal. As regards this 
Brahminical ideal of food, has it not the 
virtues of simplicity, nutritiveness and 
purity combined in it? However, the 
subject may be left alone only with the 
query: are not many of the Hindu 
soldiers of His Majesty's army follow^ 
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ing in the wake of the above ideal f)f 
food amon^ the bravest soldiers in the 
world ? 
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Birth-rate 
decreased. 

The Doctor 
•fid the re­
marriage of 
widows. 

-Reduce Death-Rate, not Increase 
Marriage.—Xlll. 

Now we proceed to say a few words 
on the second branch of the subject as 
we promi.sed at the outset viz., the sub­
ject of birth-rate, though it is hardly 
necessary to enter on the point, when 
the fall in the rate of thf» increase of the 
population is more than sufficiently 
explained by the fearfiill death-rates 
caused by malaria. 

The learned 1 )octor has laid it down 
that the remarriajje of widows amon^ 
the Mahomedan communities is one~ of 
the main causes of that community 
possessing numerical strength. He says 
that this is more responsible for their 
strength in this respect than polygamy 
and conversion. This dictum has created 
a number of followers, many of whom 
go even ahead of the doctor. They are 
preaching that the remarriage of widows 
among the Hiadus would be a panacea 
djf tfadr miseries. 
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No doubt the following conip)arative 
figures showing the number of the ^„ 
married and unmarried women in the *''°°..'^ *" 

qaenion 111-

two communities tjo to indicate a solved in it 
larger proportion of married females numerical 

" ' ' stand point 

amonif the Mahomedans : «•"' boidde-
fence of the 

Tabic- ihowing the civil (.-onclition tit thf llimiu and position of 
. . . , , , . , , the Hindu 
Mahomcdar. fiemiiles tietwecn 15 to 40 ycark only (un of y^yoj^j 

every 10,000 in Hcngal. 

Table X. 
Hindus Mahumedanii. 
Single —103 101 
Married - 7377 8704 
Widows 3530 I3<)6 

And the table given below showing 
the comparative number of the male sex 
in the married and unmarried condition 
showing that against 2,200 Hindus who 
are single, 2,000 Mahomedans are single 
also slightly tend in the same direction. 

Table showing the civil condition of the Hindu and 

Mahoincdan males of Bengal trom ngen 18 upwards oai of 

•wry 10,000 :— 
T a b l e Y. 

Hindu* Mahomedao* 
Singit—2.300 tyOOO 
Muried—6,900 7,9te 
Widower—900 40. 

But in reality the dififerencc between 
the two communities on this point is 
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O n l y a 
difTerence of 
'the nineteen 
-twenty' as 
g o e s t h e 
Be n g a l e e 
adage. 

, TsMcdtow-
iwtiienamber 
w BMtffted 
feHries be-
MftKXk «g« 
15*6*$. 

what is called in the Bengalee adage 
"the ninteen twenty difference." For the 
number of females unmarried is nearly 
equal in the two communities, the 
number of married being in the case of 
the Hindus 7,377, whereas in the case 
of the Mahomedans it is 8,704. In short 
the number of females between the age 
of 15 and 25, those who are in the married 
state is 9,200 out of 10,000 among the 
Mahomedans of Bengal, and 8,100 out 
of J0,000 amonf4 the Hindus of Bengal. 

Thus in youthful age only 800 
females out of 10,000, are left unbur­
dened with the cares of child-bearing in 
the Mahomedan community and no less 
than 1900 are so left in the case of the 
Hindus. 

The following two tables will show 
the state of things in the civilized coun­
tries of Europe, such as Scotland, 
Germany and Hungary :— 

Table showing the number of mar­
ried females out of 10,000 between" ages. 
15 to 25 :— 
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Table Z. 
Scotland 
Germany 
Hungary 
India 
f lindus of Bengal 
Mahomedans of Bengtil 

1360 
S77 
446J 
8191 
8100 
9200 

Table showintf the number of mar­
ried, unmarried and widowed among 
females between ayes 15 to 25 out of 
( 0 . 0 0 0 :— 

Table A I. 

Scotland 
Germany 
Hungary 
India 

Single 
8623 
9107 
5416 

149 

marriL-d 
1360 
S77 

4461 
S191 

widiiwed 
17 
16 

1660 

The tables j^iven above show figures 
between the age of 1 5 and 25, according 
to which in India the jjercentage of 
married females is 81 against 27 jxircent 
in Europe. But the figures between 
the age of 25 and 40 must be added in 
order to give the full number of females 
in the state of coverture and competent 
to bear children. Mr. Bain gives the 
proportionate figures between 25 and 40 
as being 81 per cent in India and 70 in 
Europe. In his census report he 

Table show 
mg the no of 
m a r r i e d , 
single and 
widowed fe­
males be­
tween age'i 
IS to 25. 

I'erccnt^ge 
of married 
female* of 
India and 
Europe. 
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, adds " that though the projjortion of 
statement. women-population between 15 and 40 

years of age is only a trifle in excess of 
the corresponding ratio in European 
countries, in India no less than 84 per­
cent of them (women between 15 and 
40) are married whereas in Europe . . . 
the average is not above 40." 

Thus the disparity of the pro^wrtion 
of married women competent to bear 
children {i. e. between 15 and 40), in 
India and European countries is in the 
ratio of 84 to 40, .is has been stated by 
Mr. Bain. 

Thus, if the females between the 
age of 15 and 40, in India only about 
16 per cent are not wives (including 
widows and unmarried) in Europe 60 per 
cent are not wives, also. 

Marriage is the means to the increa.se 
jj . „ <rf population. The greater the miin-

iwt a Qu»ns ber of women at the child-bearincr or 
jipopuU- reproductive age the larger tbe growth 

of the population. The effect <^ the 
above excessive marriage both among^ 

http://increa.se
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the H indus and Mahomedans is the 

abnormal excess of birth-rate. Mr. 

Bain in his report on the census of 1891 

r emarks—" T h e birth-rate is indeed 

very far above that of any European 

country, if we except Russia, and reaches 

nearly 48 per mille in the whole coun­

try." H e jx)ints out inspite of this, 

the rate of the growth of population is 

slow. T h e cause of this he says is that 

" the death-rate is cqusdly abnormal, 

even if we omit the more- frequent 

occurrence of famine and the epidenu'c 

di,seases in India, and may be taken to 

reach on an average of 41 per mille ! T h e 

dire evil of the high death-rate has 

already been discussed. Here the 

question assumes an opposite form, viz, 

the evil of the excessive birth-rate. 

Mr. Bain attr ibutes it chiefly to the two 

commandments of Manu, which he .says 

has been adopted not only by man a 

semi-Hindu communities, but, he says 

rather unjustly also by the Mahomedan 
community. 

Mr. Bain 
remarks thai 
the birth-rate 
of India is 
very far 
a b o v e the 
{̂ u r nppan 
countrieii and 
the death-
rate is ecgual-
\y abnormal. 

Mr. Bain 
ascribes th« 
two Com­
mandments 
of Manu to be 
the cause of 
E x c e s s i v e 
birth rate. 
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Two Com-
luaodments of 
Mknu. 

Lt. Col. 
M nk her jee 
a n d t h e 
widows. 

Morry 
mnltiply 

and 

EnoQgb of 
ifmdiug. 

The two commandments of Manu 
referred to are : 

(i) Hell is the portion of the man 
who does not leave a male child behind 
him to perpetuate his name. 

(2) Hell is the portion of the man 
who does not <̂ et his daughter married 
l>efore she attains to j^uberty. 

Mr. Bain very jjroperly, accounts 
for the Acessive birth-rate to these 
commandniems of the old law-giver. 

Yet the Lt. Colonel wants more births 
by the marriage of the few widows who 
are left without remarriage to grace the 
family as its atigels. One may advocate 
and insist on widow-remarriages on 
sentimental grounds. That is a different 
question. But to insist on remarriage 
of our widows for the sake of breeding 
more offspring is absurd on the face of 
it. We have enough of breeding by the 
commandments of Manu of old—too 
much of it. So for goodness's sake do 
not insist on the remarriage of widows 
for increasing further the birth-rate. 
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As we have seen before the number 
. . , , . , Comparinon 

of non-Wives in India, between the age ofthcpeteen-
• I 1 - • 1 • '"8« of '•>« 

of 15 and 40, including widows, is very Euio(>ean 
II I • I n o n - w i v e s 

small Ixiing only 16 percent, compared and widow* 
. , . . J, , with those of 

With the non-wives in r^uropc who arc India. 
60 per cent, including lift-maids and 
widow-,. In Eur(){>e, the life-maids 
make up the large figure. In India it 
is only widows who make up the small 
figure of non-wives. Thus Ae differ­
ence is this. Jn India every ĝ irl has 
the chance of a married life and few, 
being deprived, of the chance by the 
death of their husbands, remain single 
for the remainder of their lives. While 
in Europe, a far larger number volun­
tarily abjure marriage or has no chance 
for it and thus lead a single life. .So 
we may summarily dismiss that argu­
ment for widow-remarriage advanced 
on the basis of the question of popula­
tion. 



Lt Col. 
ogaiiut 

Birth Rate Adequate—XIV. 

In the previous issue I have con­
clusively shewn that the cry for increas-

MjUthusim ing the percentage of marriages among 
the Hindu community by making its 
widows marriageable is entirely un­
reasonable It has been shown that the 
percentage of marriage amongst Hindus 
instead o# being smaller is larger than 
in other civilized countries. Mr. Bain 
objects to it, as an evil, brought about 
by the Laws of iVIanu referred to in the 
previous paper. Now one may object 
to the excess of marriage in India as 
compared with Europe and may say 
that the laws of Manu quoted before 
are not wise. This however would be 
an objection contrary to what the Lt. 
Colonel and his followers would advance.. 
The Colonel sins against the Malthusian 
view. While the objection now suggested 
is on the lines of the MalthusJan view. 
But even on these Imes can one find 
fault with the old Manu ? The popu-
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iation ^tni id increase, even indeiiniteiy, 
-wben the undeveloped resources of the 
-country are indefinitely large. That was 
the case when Manu legislated when 
-only a small portion of the soil had been 
brought under cultivau'on and so it 
was absolutely necessary to lead the 
people to propagate as largely as 
jjossible. 

But how does the matter now stand ? 
The area of land which can possibly be 
brought under cultivation with profit 
and without profit has been so brought 
in recent years. The cultivated^ area 
•has perhaps been quadrupled. By the 
lest of increase of cultivation the birth­
rate might normally proceed at a much 
higher percentage than what we ' have 
-at present viz. 40 per mille. Looking to 
the increase of cultivation this rate is 
4»o low. But the following circumstances 
#31 lallô vlr that we must be content with 
^ . W e cannot expect the idesJ bi«h-
t a ^ ia ^KMi^ierat^ of the immtns^^ 

'$i(a^^^k&^yBiXx^. Forhatfof the" 

Thooth th« 
cause of Hi-
creased birth­
rate IS attri­
buted to the 
increaM <rf 
ihecultivMad 
area bat Ottty 
tothecacem* 
ed expofla (rf' 
prodttM n i » 
of a« ooatte-
<]uence. 
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population who used to support itself 
by industries, being deprived of their 
industries, has been driven to fall up­
on the land. Again one may say that a 
portion of the produce has to be sent 
away as tribute due to England and in 
payment for our imported goods. Thus, 
out of the area of land cultivated, only 
a portion of the produce on it is avail­
able as food for the people, if there be 
seasonable rains. How then cdn we 
afford to increase the birth-rate further 
than the 40 per millc that we have ? Only 
let us be assured that annually this 40 
per mille be not swept off by malaria 
and poverty, which is the case as has 
been demonstrated above. Perhaps the 
Lt. Colonel had no opportunity to 
imagine the change in our feelings at 
the birth of a son. It is not many days 
since, that the birth of a male child was 
the occasion of such rejoicing in the 
family that there was Skajna a.ndjBi^mi 
and the mistress of the house used to-
ps& away iier best mesamg a^iWnd iu 
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favour of the barber who brought the 
news. But none of it now. 

The infant death-rate is also some­
what higher in India than in European 
countries. Why should it not be so.-* 
Owing to the higher pressure on the 
soil, the fodder for cattle h;.s become 
very costly and the price of milk has 
grown up to so high as to make it almost 
impossible for the mass of the people to 
secure a little cow-milk for their infant, 
even in cases when the mothers are too 
poor in health on account of malaria 
and the like, to suckle their h.ibies. This 
is the main cause of the growing infant 
mortality. There is no sense in attribut­
ing it to early marriages of our girls. 
For early marriages existed in times 
gone by even more than at present. Yet, 
how robust and healthy were thte men 
of the past generations. But early marri­
ages of our boys is a mischievous innov­
ation and this oiay be taken to task as 
having a tibare in producing sickly 
children. The fanales of the 'Bhodrolog 

Infantile 
death-nte of 
IndutngMat 
thanthat «f 
Europe : it* 
cause. 

The jpow« 
ins inbnt 
mortality t^ 
not canndlqr 
the e a r i f 
marriage. 
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Why the 
intennMTiage 
« m o n ^ s t 
Wtdcly differ 
CBtcommuni 
tiCa if a pro-
fa i l> i t e d 
castom. 

class are falling nff in health, for another 
unfortunate cause viz. owing to town-life 
and lack of physical labour for domestic 
duties incidental to the villages of old. 
By all means mend these evils. But 
larger birth rates are not wanted, nor 
more marriages either, by adding widow 
marriages 

Now as regards the custom prohibit­
ing intermarriage amongst widely 
different communities. Men of the 
school of Lt Colonel are inclined to 
quarrel with this Hindu custom But 
should not they pause a moment to 
think that but for this custom the Hindu 
would have been a thing of the past, 
just as the old Greeks and the Roman 
races are. The Hindus hdve taken 
particular care to guard against the evil 
of marriage between two near relations 
by interdicting marriage in Sa^oira. 
But as regards the extent of the sphere 
beyond which they should not go on, 
h ^ d and last rules were laid down. 
Custom also has laid down certain ttdes 
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in this direction and in some cases it 
must be said with regret, too narrowly. 
By all means try to expand the sphere 
to ii reasonable extent. But for Heaven's 
sake ,1 Hindu should not forget the 
principle of guarding against losing the 
advantage of what is good in heredity. 
The Hindu caste system is so arranged 
that, certain special virtues and attributes 
tend to accumulate in tiic members of 
certain castes and after a time they, 
become crystalized as esstntial parts of 
the members of particular castes. The 
intermarriage among the members of 
different castes tend to destroy the 
special characteristics and produce an , , 

^ ' H e r b e r t 
"incalculable mixture of traits" which Spencer's 

"Chart con»-

Herbert Spencer describes as " chart titution" 
constitution. " This will be seen in the 
following extract from the famous letter 
of Herbert Spencer to the Jaf»anese 
Minister in the year 1892, for the 
guidaoce of the Japanese race :— 

"The physiological basis of this 
4!sxperience s^pears to be that any one 
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E x t r a c t Variety of creatures in course of many 
fromHerbiHi generations acquires a certain constitu­
te t te r to tional adaptation to its particular form 
tte Japanese _ ^ » 

of life and every other variety similarly 
acquires its own special adaptation. The 
consequence of that if you mix the 
constitution of two widely diverjjent 
varieties which have severally become 
adapted to widely divcrfjent modes of 
life you jjet a constitution -which is 
adapted to the mode of life of neither— 
a constitution which will not work 
properly because it is not fitted for any 
set of conditions whatever " 

The Darwinian theory of evolution 
has upset us. Rut from the study of 
the geological records one finds that 
the course of evolution is often from the 
gi^nt to the pigmy. So men of giant 
minds were founders of families and 
races. iO'heir descendants though grow­
ing pigmies may profit very much by 
preserving as much of their blood m 
their veins as possiWe. The Rishis 
vAya. fmnAed ^ Goiras were eadTi 

The Ilirwj-
•fan A/toTf 
•nd-iti dig-
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giant man, and history shows that after 
thousajids of years their descendants 
who have kept themselves true to their 
blood have preserved .i greatness of 
mind, such as for example we find in 
Colonel Mukherjee, who is the writer . 
of the essays which have created such a «'«i Kayas-

' t h a 8 o f 

sensation. Who can deny that the few Bengal. 
Brahmins and the few Kayasthas who 
originally came with them and those 
others who came subsequently to 
Benjjal were men of original character.'' 
So were the few great souls who pro­
mulgated the benefits of the high Ayur­
vedic profession in IJeng.il, whose des­
cendants the Vaidyas are. .\nd no less 
distinguished were the men who orga­
nized commerce and manufacture in the 
country—the Navasakas and the rest. 
Let not that pride cease in their descen­
dants, and remembering that the 
Brahmins, the Vaidyas, the Kayasthas 
and the other castes of Bengal have 
equally great ancestors all should em-

Mvacc. each othar as brothers. But this 
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How tojitem 
is by the bjre. The subject of our dis-

the torrent of quisiuon js how to Stem the torrent 
distruction. 

that is hurling us down towards des­
truction. Malaria is one of the main 
causes. The Government has becorfie 
alive to the ĵ freat evil and has appointed 
a commission. Let us all seriously co-
0[)eratt with it. We have only taken 
into consideration the irirrantic havocs 
done by malaria Plague and cholera 
arc also [ircventible diseases. The 
mighty Government may well reduce 
their dimensions if not wholly eradicate 
them. The [jcoplc albo should stir 
themselves to prevent these epidemics 
in order to keep up a healthy percent­
age of increase. 



Sanitation and drinking water—XV. 

In the concluding part of the last 
paper we referred to the efforts of the vvh«t the 
Government to mitigate the evils of ha^^^n^j^' 
malaria which is threatening the extinc- ^fethewiL' 
tion of the race. Sanitation and the supply 
of good drinking water are the two cry­
ing needs of Bengal. Let us see how 
the Government has been hitherto deal­
ing with the matter. 

Bengal has a population of 7,47,44,866 
which is more than four times that 
of the Bombay Presidency (having a 
population of 1,85,59,561) and about 
double that of the Madras Presidency 
(having a population of 3,82,09,436). 

The respective revenues of the three 
provinces are shown in the following 
tables for the last four years. 
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T»blc idiowing the total revenues of Bei^aU Msdtas and 
Bombay for the last 4 jesxa. 

Bengal 

1903-04 

21,93,32,819 

1904-05 

23.03.94.433 
190S-06 

30,63,50,830 

1906-07 

19,61,10,33s 

Table A2 

Madras. 

1903-04 

13,94,04,826 

1904-05 
n,82, '36,2s6 

1905-06 

13,89,70,233 

1906 07 

14,03.08.313 

Hcmbty. 

1903-04 

> 7,59.34.004 
1904-05 

14,16,71,783 

1905-06 

13.97,55.237 
1906-07 

15,05.64,053-

The expenditures on account of the 
medical aid and sanitary measures are 
shown for the three respective provinces 
for the last 4 years. 

Table sliowing the total Medical Charges. 

Bengal. 

«903'O4 

«S.6a.997 
1904-05 

17.43,036 
1905-06 

a7.33.709 
X9o6.«7 

J»$.7«<.»t3 

Table A3. 

Madras. 

1903-04 

34,67,487 
1904-05 

37,9»,7o8 
1905-06 

36»3«.t»8 
1906-07 

3M6.796 

Bombay. 

1903-04 

ai,93,6»7 
>9ai-05 

3 3 , 4 6 . ^ 

1905-96 

*».9».5»« 
r^oft^qi 

H^lS,ilH 

http://a7.33.709


uid vaccination 

Bengal. 
1903.04 

» . iS.84i 
1904.05 

2,24,789 
1905.06 

4,21,267 
1906-07 

». 59.489 

Table A4. 
Madras 
190304 

8,60,169 

1904-05 

8.93,329 
1905-06 

9,20,362 
190607 

g,l6.S95 
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Table showing tite total charges on accoant of sanitation 

Bombay. 

1903-04 

4 . H . f 7 7 
»904-05 

4.55.565 
1905-06 

4.38,288 
1906-07 

.S-0'.754 

It will be seen from the above tables 
showinij the p')pulations and revenue "^^ ""*: 

" ^ ' sores aie all 

that the allotment for the medical aid 'nadeqaate. 
and sanitary measures for each of the 
three provinces is inadequate and the 
allotment in Benjjal which is the great­
est .sufferer is comparatively the least in 
proportion to Bombay and Madras. A 
province which has the population of 
about 7 ]/2 crores and total revenues about 
23 crores, and the j)opulation of which 
is dying at the rate of 41 per mille has 
an allotment on account of medicine and 
santtatidn of only about 25 lac? of 

Even if this amount were a real 
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The Statu 
(.x{>ciidltarc 
for medical 
aid is a triAc 
thing, and 
that of sani­
tation—nil. 

grant towards the medical and sanitary-
requirements of the people, it would 
have been something no doubt. But 
alas! What does this grant of 25 lacs 
mean ? The major portion of it cons­
titute the charge for the Imperial army 
medical corps, who have been put into 
the civil employment as a reserve, and 
the charjres of maintaining the Medical 
College which is an educational 
institution consume a considerable 
portion of the grant. The state 
expenditure for the medical aid of 
the [jeople is indeed trifling and that 
for sanitation is almost nil. The 

fact may be mentioned that though in all 
the civilized countries, vaccination is free 
of charge, in Bengal it is only so in the 
municipal areas. The poor people of 
the villages have to pay for their vacci­
nation. Nay more, the people are com­
pelled to have their children vaccinated 
and &re forced to make payments-df 
annas two per head idirough the pcMsuSt. 
who get an iq^xntunit^ of makk^ «ft 
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•additional perquisite in addition to the 
legal perquisite, of iialf-anna per head. 
This is by the bye. 

As regards sanitation which is the 
more important, the total expenditure is 
only 2 j^ lacs in Bengal as ;igainst 9 lacs 
in Madras and 5 lacs in Bombay. And 
of this 2]/^ lacs the cost of superintend-/ 
ing officers consumes the bulk 

One word now as regards drinking 
water. The drinking water famine in 
Bengal is a permanently established 
fact, excepting in inundation season in 
low tracts. Want of good sources of 
drinking water is the cause of the most 
of the epidemic diseases, including 
malaria which are ravaging Bengal. If 
anophele mosquitoes be the cause of 
propagating malaria, they themselves 
are not propagated in clean tanks, 
stocked with (ish and containing good 
drinking water. In ancient times, it 
was the custom of the state to excavate 
l«g tanks where there were no running 
stfeaim. In IjÊ ter times, the Zemindars 

Suiitiition 
expend itares 
of diflerwit 
p r o v i n e e i 
compued. 

The drink­
ing qaettiMi 
«gUD. 
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State of the 
Piovincei in 
Tcbtion with 
the a b o v e 
qaeition. 

who represented the state and were 
integral parts of it, religiously performed 
this duty. But now running streams^ 
are rarer, for which we have to thank 
partly the railway and road-works. And 
the old tanks having turned into cess­
pools, the people are in the most lamen­
table condition as regards drinking 
water. When one cries and asks for 
Government help in this respect, he is 
referred to the Zemindars or the 
District Hoard. But both of these are 
fundless, and cannot be charged with 
breach of duty if they fail to move in 
this direction. Surely the fund should 
come from the 23 crores of the revenue 
raised from the province, to impede the 
accelerating decline of the nation. In 
the absence of such an action it is usdess-
to cry over the failings of the Brahmin 
or even of the Mollah. 



Optimism Is our creed.—XVI 

Optimism is an esbcntial character ol 
Hinduism. The Hindu religion and its 
ideal do not admit of pessimism. In 
truth there is no reason lo lose heart at 
the decreasing rate of the growth of our 
population. No doubt there have been 
races in whose case such symptoms 
might be alarming. Uarwni in his book 
on 'The Descent of Man' mentions the 
cases of the extinction of the Tasmanian 
race, of the Maories of New Zealand, 
and of the Melanesians of the New 
Herbrides. Colonel Mukherjee re­
fers to the case of Maories. Let us see 
what are the facts in connexion with the 
Maori race. 

Darwin mentions their case, as one 
which was investigated by Mr. Fenton, 
who had put in the results of his investi­
gation in an admirable report as Mr. 
Darwin says. The following is an ex­
tract from the report:— 

Uptimum— 
an esaentkl 
character of 
the Hindus. 

Aduiuwoa 
on the qna*-
tion of tiw 
extinction ot 
^ race. 
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"The deLfease in number since 1830 
is admitted by everyone,' including the 
natives themselves and is steadily pro­
gressing. Although it has hitherto 
been found impossible to take an actual 
census of the natives, their numbers 
were carefully estimated by residents in 
many districts. The result seems trust­
worthy and shows that, during the four­
teen years, previous to 1858, the decrease 
was 19.42 per cent. Some of the tribes, 
thus carefully examined, lived above a 
hundred miles apart, some on the coast 
some in land, and their means of subsis­
tence and habits differed to a certain 
extent. The total number in 1858 was 
believed to be 53,700 and in 1872 after 
a second interval of 14 years, another 
census was taken and the number is 
given as only 36,359 shewing a decrease 
of 32.29 per cent." 

But what is the case of the Maor i s / 
„^^tS^ Their case is one, in which there wa$ 

the pushing of the Eun^iean p&spl^ on 
the one hand ^xtd bablte tjf mfxaii 
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decrepti tudc and imbjicility on the other, 

which they contracted in uheir new 

forced position. It is the latter cause 

which made the i)oor |)eof)lf lose heart 

and their prodactive power and female 

fertih'ty beinj^ i^radtiall} reduced. As 

re<;ards the Tasm.iiiians an<l the like 

they were literalK- hvintcd down to 

death It is slieer nonsense to hrinjf 

the cases of such sa\a<4es into consi-

deratif>n in stud\in!:j the proMem of th" 

Hindu race. 

T h e Hindus ,irc the elder branch of Thcjues 
iionoicxtinc 

the "reat Indo-Ar \an nice of which the 'J""""*' '.̂  

Europeans are only, i junior branch. Be- H""'"*" 

sides the leading; Hindus liave kept their 

precious old bloo 1 unsullH-'i as it were. 

Thei r males in some lases married 

women from inArior c tsies, but their 

w<Mnen were never allowefl to marry 

inferior castes. Darwin points out that 

heredity is inlKienced by the male 

garent. So the Hindus have yet re­

tained the prcstine pure blood of t h e 

Indo-Aryan race and their old 

8 
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The differ-
ence j \ d 
to crossing. 

Strength of will. Darwin speaking of 

the difference in appearance between the 
enre K Hue Hindus and the P^uropeans would attri-
to crossing. t̂  

bute this difference to crossing. T h e r e 

Is no doubt that there has been more 

crossing among the branches of the race 

which have gone to Europe than the 

branch which remained in India. I'^or in 

Europe there is free intermarriage, while 

there is hardly any in India. Tha t is 

how Aryans in Europe can hardly be 

distinguished from the Semetic in 

appearance. 

Darwin's oliservation on the subj<;ct 

IS as follows: 

" In some cases the crossing ofdistinct 

races has led to the formation of a new 

race. T h e singular fact that Europeans 

and Hindus who belong to the same 

Aryan stock and speak a language 

fundamentally the same, differ widely in 

appearance, whilst Fiuropeans differ but 
little from Jews, who belonging to the 
Semetic stock and speak quite another 
language, has been accounted for by Mr 
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Broen, throuy;h certain Aryan hrrinchfs , ^ ^ 

havinor b^en lai'gely crossed by indigen- n« and New 
ous tribes during their wide diffusion." 

F"ormdtion of new races by cross­

breeding ap[)lies to the case of those, 

who freely indulije in croSs-breeding. 

T h e Hindus did not encourage it. 

T h e y are the old stock of the Ary.ui 

race. I'hey can not be supj^lanted and 

pushed to extinction like the Tasmani 

ans or tht' Maorie-. They would also 

reg.ird it as dn extinction to be replaced 

by a new cross-breerl The .inrifnt 

sacred l)0')k (ieet.i ih nounccs the 

effects of cross-breeding; not less stnjng-

ly than the mo lern philosoj»her Herbe r t 

Spencer .isalre.idy shown. Thus in con­

nection with our case it is absolutely out 

of [)lace to make a reference to the races 

like Maories as the Lt. Col. does. 

Malaria, plague and famine are no 

doubt doing immense havoc, but there 

is a provision by nature to recoup the 
loss by increasing birth-rate where .the 
stamina is sound, as proved by instances 
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tjivtn by Malthus. That the Htndu5^ 
TIic prin- H ^ 

ctpif of re have yet the stamina in a sound state 
working in and the above principle of nature is-
the Hindu . ' ' 

«f.mmunity. Operating to cope with the evils has been 
shown by the hif̂ h birth-rate of about 
40 [jer milk'. So there is yet no cause 
ft>r anything like the alarm which the 
h[Story of the Tasmanians, the Melane-
sians and the Maories indicate. The 
recouping principle can be*best under­
stood by the aiialoj^-y of the patholoj;;ical 
science, which ^hous that where the b(x3)' 
of a man has.I st.miina, an in\asion by a 
serious disease, such as tuberculo.sis or 
pneumonia, increases the white cor­
puscles, which forms the in\ iijoratino 
principle of the human system, to recoup 
the loss caused by the disease. Thus 
in the case of the Flindu race there is the 
hi^h birth-rate, which constitute an 
effort to neutral iiic the losses caused by 
the sad causes !nentioi>ed abo\e. and is 
sure to succeed if the old Hindu will 
does not succumb and maintains itself. 
If the nature's efforts indkated by the 
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high birth-rate is supported by the 
•earnest effort of the people and the The danger 
government co-operaiing lo remove ''"»*"'*''"'• 
poverty, the danger threatened by 
malaria and the like will disappear. If 
poverty begins to liecrease by the 
Swadeshi movement and the like, the 
high birth-rate so far .is it is too high 
will tend to fall to a normal ^ate, as 
•wealth has the natural tendency to 
<lim .lish the birth-r.itc of a nation. 



Depression Fatal.—XVII. 

To the superficial onlooker the 
lutiiiii coil, modern ide;i of evolution seems to be 
pared w i t l i i - i i ,-rr 

th It of somethin^r mdically different from the 
old Ka[jilci's idea of evolution. But 
perhaps there is no substantial difference 
between the two. Accordinjj; to the 
Sdnkhya, the first thini> in the process 
of evolution is a tjrand store-house of the 
moral qualities of will and intellect 
imprisoned within the environment of 
dead nature. This errand store-house is 
called Mahal. From this store-house 
i^Mahaf) the moral qualities of the will 
and intellect evolve themselves in a 
series of beings with different gradations 
reaching the lowest scale in which the 
moral qualities of will and intellect 
become dorment, but back again avail­
ing of the opportunities of asserting 
their original vigor, they rise stoutly 
surmounting the obstacles preseated by 
their environments. The difikiilti^ 
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and barriers come in the path of an ^ 
f Struggle (Pf 

organism so that it may struggle to existence. 
overcome them, and may thus bring 
out more and more the divine mani­
festation of life -{vhich is within it. The 
modern theory of evoIutif>n .is expressed 
by the formulas of the struggle for ex­
istence and the like .ilsi. evinces the 
above centra! fundamental truth. 

It is a great teachini^ of the biologi­
cal science that you c.uuiot stand still 
in the path of progress It you cannot Advance <.t 

' '̂  ^ Retrograde. 

advance you must retrograde It may 
be that the difficulties and harriers 
before you. may appear to be insur­
mountable. But have you not the divine 
spark of life within you, the full poten 
tialities of which may not be gauged by 
the human intellect ' The human 
intellect, however, has attempted to 
demonstrate in what is called the biolo­
gical science, that the tiny spark of life 
within a creature like amoeba at the 
very bottom of the scale of creation 
possesses the vast potentialities of the 
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^, . human soul. Thus even the modern 
The Pan 

becomes m- bioloffical scicncc in its embryolotfical 
aannle i n " . 

the Prcseni. branch supposes that there is a con­
nexion of the past and the future of an 
individual or^Mnism as well as of a 
species or a race The past of a nation 
becomes incarnate in the ])resent and 
waits for more t^lorious evolution in the 
future, except in cases of parasitism and 
the like. 

Almost the first lesson which an 
organism learns Irom the struijgle of 
existence is the necessity of the virtue 
of courage. Those who lose heart in 

A » !>ay!i " 

D»n»in-Dc- the struj.j^le is lost. Oarwin particular-
Spirit « the ly emphasizes o\er the fact that, the 

•enaat of ex­
tinction, races which l)ecame extinct, did so 

because a depression of spirit cam& 
over them. Mr. Darwin quotes Mr. 
Sproat who " lays also great stress ou 
the apparently trifling cause that rjatives 
became bewildered and dull by the new 
life around them ; they lose the motives 
for exertion and get no new o n ^ in 
their i^ace." Mr. Darwin also states 
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that " mere alteration in habit which do 
not appear to be injurious in them­
selves seem to have this same (injuri-
•ou'>) effect " and mentions the fact that 
" thf Mdories attribute their decadence 
in v)me measure to the introcUiction of 
rjievv {ood clotninv; and the attendant 
change of habits." it will be seen that 
they are probably ritjhi. Re,^ardinj4 the 
extinction of the Tasmanians, Darwin 
thinks that this may have been, in a 
*rreai measure, uwint; to their banish­
ment. . . and consequent depression of 
spirit." 

Life consists of two factors -the ex­
ternal environment and the internal 
forces or the powers of the soul, h'or 
the savage and the lower creation it is 
the first factor which may determine the 
situation. The civilized man should 
look to the second one as the j:juiding 
fax:tor. Even in the case of savages, in 
several instances as above mentionecJL. 
they perished not because the newenvi-
jronments were injurious to them, but 

-Che Tosma 
n mns. 

Life COIWMU 
of two factors 
—the Extet-
ntil ami the 
Internal. 
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because the powers of their souls b e ­

came paralyzed. 

Enthowasni T h e point should be clearly borne in 

are iwt great mind by everv well-wisher of the nation. 

provemetits. T h e enthusiasm and the spirit of a na­

tion are j^reat assets for its improve­

ment. These should be turned into 

good account and not damfjed by telling 

it that it is sufferini^ from a grave cons­

titutional affection arising from the sins 

of its ancestors, while it is really suffer­

ing from a remediable, probably a tem­

porary disease, vi / . malaria and poverty, 

which arc found to Ije remediable in 

other civilized countries. 



Harmonization of our Present with 
our Past.—XVIII. 

In conclusion, I should sa) a few 

words to explain a difficulty which many 
of us feel in reconcilinj,' our past with 
our present situation. 

First of all there should no misunder-
Thf ditler 

standihp of the tjrtMt differences bet- onceiwiwceiv 
" ' the Ancrent 

ween 'our past situation and our present ami Modern 
,,-, , , . , . .,. cmli/jiUon 

situation. 1 he j-lindu civilization was a 
civilization of plent) .md prosperity. 
The modern Kuropean civilization is 
a civilization which has emanated from 
jx)verty and adversity. Our ancestors 
had not to feel the pinch of poverty 
and want for two reasons. I'irst, India 
was the land of unbounded material 
wealth. If it was not literally the,Land 
of Golden Pagoda, it was practically so. 
The bounties of nature were decidedly 
more than the people of the country 
reqtiired. No man was called upon to 
take much thought regarding the necess­
aries of life. The Rishis of old had 
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only to quarter themselves in a jungle 
and all their bodily wants were fulfilled. 
Thus the unbounded bounties of mother 
India were the first cause of the plenty 
which her sons enjoyed. 

The Ancient The second cause of their plenty was 
WAS RT) ClTl' 

bodimcnt of tha t thcy religiously lived a simple life 
( i m p l i ' - i t y ,• r 1 I I 
and hence and the generality ol the people eschew-
there was no . , , . , 
struggle- for ed luxury as a sui. I lius our ancestors, 

even down to a rcceiil period, were free 
from what is now i ailed the struggle 
for life b) lilV 1 incm bodily existence. 
The result was th.u thcj were led into 
a world of higher siruggies - the struggles 
to solve the problems of human life and 
destiny and those arising from the con­
templation of the Divinity. The . ten­
dency to such thoughts and occupations 
was the basis of the Indian civilization. 
Naturally that civilization inspired by 
all that is heavenly in man. But, ex­
cepting so far as it may be connected 
with the teaching of Christ, the jM^sent 
E-uropean civilization is one that is 
tn^ired by things external, affecting d ^ 



PkESKNT WITH THE PAST. ^^S 

animal-side of man. It is initiated most­
ly by the promptings of bodily wants, 
animal instincts and brute com{jetition. 
Such outside inspiration and such animal 
promtings, however, are not impotent 
means of securing progress and advance. 
Bodily hunger is a means of that evo­
lution of human intellect and power 
which may well he cfw-npared with the 
evolution which is initiated l)\ spiritual 
hunger. 

At present our i)Osition is this. J-roni Out present 
' I situation. 

plenty we are reduced to ]K)vert\. It is 
impossible for us now to SUUK! still on 
the old lines In order to li\c we must 
struggle for our Itodily existence. With 
out abandoninj4 our old ])latforni we 
must cheerfullv take a position on the 
platform of Kuropean civilization also 
We may in our heart of hearts consider it 
partially as an evil. V)ut we must earnestly 
induce ourselves to be true to it. remem­
bering that necessity leaves no choice. 
It won't do any longer for us to cry 
down the Bania and the shop-keefjer. 
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Howshouid ^'^ must iiuk.e ourselves thorough 
«e Jive and Banias and thorough shop-keepers. But 

let us continue ever to hate the spirit 
of the Bania and the spirit of the shop­
keeper. In this we must cling to our 
old tradions. But as regards work, we 
must work likf a true Bania and true 
shop-keeper. 

To hold physical l.ibour iu contempt 
was 111) i)art of our ancient civilization. 
The Hindus no doubt gave precedence 
to thout,fht over lal)Our and even gave 
precedence to bravery over labour, and 
thus nieiuion Brahmins first, Kshatriya 
second ; but surely that does not mean 
holdino labour in contempt. If in later 
times something like such feeling of 
contempt has crept into our society, it 
is baseless and has no justification. It 
is high time for us to appreciate the 
dignity of labour and so far as Lt. Col. 
Mukherjee intends to impress this, 
every one should be at one with him. 

Jdalaria, plague and famine—the 
Hindus will never die out! One of dbe 



PREhNT WrTH THE PAST, ' * 7 

TAce ill days j^one by, spread the civili- T-hcHinau* 
zation and religion of India, over the *<» "everdie 

whole continent of Asia. If the Hindus 
of thf present time are to die, they 
will at least wait till they sjjread the 
hioh truths of their revived reIi<,''ion 
and jjliilosophy .ill over the world. 

The Hindu system of (.iste .is it 
w.is instituted, is the best ol .ill systems xhcciwrac-
of caste. It tends to j)revent leveliin'^ ih"rl̂ tt sys-
down but not levellint,- up We h.ive Jr^d^To' 
only to fall back on our old w.iys to correct {̂ ,"\j, ^"^^ 
mischiefs that have crc])t 'n, tendinj^ to "P" 
prevent levellnij; U|) The Hnidu 
system of marriai^e may ,dso l)e said to 
be the best in the world l>arwin devcrtes 
long chapters to the subject of sexual 
selection. History proves th<u selection 
when left to girls aud young men of 
undeveloped mind, is not so happy <is 
when made by their best well wishers 
parent and guardians. And the last 
mode of selection is that encouraged by 
the Hindus. As regards marriage the 
Hindus have tried to keep the means bet-
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ween two extremes, avoiding marriages 
between the near relatives and those bet­
ween heterogenous communities. The 
result is thdt they have succeeded in 

K e d « c e < i 
fertility ni keeping pure their blood. It has been 
«'onien indi- • , , r • i • i 

cates to the pomted out by Darwni that in the case of 
approaching i i • i i - r 

extinction of the dead and dying-races the chief cause 
which thcj has been the reduced fertility of women 

/. i.. the fast dimmution oi birth-rate. 
We have c?Miclusivc-K shown above that 
our birth-rate is not decreasetl. What 
room is there then for gloom and des­
pair ? .Surely it would be creating a false 
gloom and despair if one would wholly 
lose sight of the virtues of his ancestors, 
and conjure up in the place of those 
virtues only sins, rhararterised as deep 
and damnable. In truth, the virtues of 
our ancestors form the sheet anchor of 
our ho[K:, and we must work successfully 
with that sheet anchor to save our­
selves, blessing their memory and the 
great God from whom all beings proceed, 
on whom they depend, and in wfaofli 
they become extinct at the epd. 



OTHER WORKS 

BY THK SAME AUTHOR 

THE HINDU SYSTEM OF 
MORAL SCIENCE 

SECOND EDITION. 

PRICK RE. i. 

The following are a few extracts from the opinions of the 
distinguished men and from the remarks by the Prey's :— 

F. Max Muller, Profesbor, Oxford :—The best proof I can 
give you that I valued your book is that I actually took it 
with me to Italy where I have passed the cold season on 
account of my health. I think your book will be useful as 
•bowing that your philosophers have not neglected the study 
of ethics. 

E. B. Cowell, Professor, Cambridge.—It is altogether a 
new point of view to a western reader. 

The Hon'ble P. Ananda Charlu, Rai Bahadur, C. I. E., 
Member of the Legislative Council of the Govornor-General 
of India:—-The bocrit deterves to be made a first text book KA 
K^ioiu teaching in vivrj shool. I will a^ every Hindu to 
read It. I want every young man to be taught iWnli»aiu>t 
do better justice than to proclaks it as a Httl* nusual vonb 
its velf^t in gold deserving to be read by eveiy Ifindu paiwat 
«B(t ̂  j^in to be tanfbt to bis soas and daiqilitert. 
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Sj. Bal GangaJhar Tilak: • • • I earnest­
ly desire its place in every Hindu home. I request every man 
to make it his constant companion etc. 

The Late Mr. N. K. Bose, M. A., C. B., Magistrate, Raj-
sbahi: In the Hindu Shastras, the principles which regulate 
Conduct, have been laid down, but they are not stated systema-
ticlaly. The masterly analysis of those principles by Babu 

Kisbori Lat Sarkar has thrown a new light on the question 
and will enable people to understand it more thoroughly. In 
Europe there is and has always been a conflict between 
science and religion. There is or supposed to be an iocon* 
sistency between some of the resulis, to which modern science 
unmistakable points and ideas which are derived from the 
description m the Bible. Herberi Spencer and others who 
foUuw him are trying to show how rules of conduct may be 
established on a scientific basis and may be explained by the 
the Same theory as cosmology, biology, etc., arc explained, 
v%t„ the theory of evolution. Our old Risbis propounded a 
tfae«»y Mrtiich i» equally applicable to cosmology the doctrine 
of the universe, and theology—thi, doctrine of the soul. 
This theory again does not militate against the latest 
scientific theory. 

Dr» tjuru Dass Banerjl, Hon'ble Justice, High Court: 
Tbe book gives a compendious but clear view of the caidl-
m! doctriikes of the Hindu system of monils indicating now 
aa4 iiuM V>va« of the main points of «greem«it betweea that 
gf0tt0A $BdJhie ^bical aystem generally accepted ia the we«t. 

Tfee lUmrend Baba Ra] Ntmyui Bosie, ti» late Ptesidcfnt 
Of OMS AM Bnkma Samaj: Tliis wotk «iU no d o v ^ remove 
BlKanoepdcma ib(Mt <he WuSa S f f t^ of vtenim^iam 
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from the minds of Europeans and tbe English-educated in­
habitants of India. They will see at once how true and com­
prehensive it is. The work is very valuable and unique in 
its character. 

The Late veteran educationist, Babu HaroUl Ray : 

"This book is boldly original and profoundly thoughtful. 
Our author seems to have thoroughly analysed the Geeta; and 
then by no mean power of generalisation to have put lt« 
parts together so as to form a harmonious and ph{Ios6phl-
cally connected whole. Many of our countrymen are be­
coming admirers of the G«eta and even enamoured of parti­
cular slokas contained in it. If ihey read Babu Kisori Lal'a 
book they will be able to enter into the Geeta's spirit and 
grasping the whole to perceive its true grandeur. " 

An extract from the book named 'Philosophy of Conduct' 
by Professor G. T. Ladd of America (.who has made numer­
ous quotations from two books, then in existence.) page 331. 

"When one person suffers the consequence of bis acts" 
asks an expounder of the Bhagavad Gita, "should his fellow 
brother stand by and enjoy the spectacle ? Certainly not. 
They should, led by feelings of universal fellowship, do their 
duty disinterestedly towards the person suffering. The 
following is the foot-note to the above passage....Mr. Ki^ho-
ri Lall Sarker, in the Hindu System of Moral Science, com-
nenting upon Chap. XI, 26 and 27. 

Extraaifrom the book named ' Incarnation ' by Nwwh 
Krilhna Bose Esq. K. A. C. S. Magistrate and CofleltSr, Nadtik 

"Tbv n^vet has t>«*n scletifickliy, treated ta BAlw KiaiiofI 
Iti SftTlutf's admit^^ little bode on the Hindu System of 
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Moral Scieiice to which we must refer the curious 
reader." 

Dr. Hubble Scbieden of Hanover says regarding two of 
the books which were presented to him :.•. 

"Both, the treatise on the Juanas as well as that on the 
Prema and Bhakti, and very valuable hand-books for practi­
cal students of Indian Philosophy, and serve for its applica­
tion to ordinaiy life, and to higher aspirations. 

The Hindu of Madras.•••The author has shown that the 
Hindu system of Ethics is a pure science founded upon the 
laws of nature. For it should be lymembered that in the field 
of ethics there are two insuperable idifiiculties facing the men 
of the west whether they are the followers of naturalism or 
Idealism * * From a perusal of the above it will appear 
that solution of the above difficulties are forth-coming from 
the Hindu ethics. We commend to our readers the above 
work in order that they may see how the difiSculties of the 
West are met by the Orient. 

Tht Amn/a Bazar Patrtka says •—We have rarely come 
across a work which is so profoundly thoughtful and which is 
«0 soal<«Ievatlng as the "The Hindu System of Moral Science' 
hf 'Babu Kishori Lai Sarkar, ». A., B. L. The book is a 
r^j[K»Uoi7 of all that is high and noble and the author has 
ofteoea a new avenue to those who desire to know through 
UM iaiellect some of the grandest truths relating to Hindu 
Mtllgion. The book hss been written In a simple and ItM^ 
i ^ ^ B d i a 11̂ most catholic and liberal spirit, and w e c ^ 
«lK<Mi|lf weeatm^d'lt to all classes of readers to men of ^ 
i^e«d«%nd BaticoaUtles. We have not the slightest dotibt^ki 
<!l^ liv^im fidiul wlQ beoefit ^ tbe penual t£ the tscMtae. 



THE HINDU SYSTEM OF 
SELF-CULTURE. 

The Amrta Bazar PatHka:— 
" Babu KiBori Lai Sarkar, u. A., B. L.. Vakil of the 

Calcutta High Court, has already attained high distinction 
as an expounder of some of the loftiest and most difficult 
systems of Hindu philosophy his two works entitled, "The 
Hindu System of Moral Science " and " Hindu System of 
Religious Science and Art." They have been spoken of 
High in Europe, America and in this country. Passages 
from these two books were referred to and utilised by Prof. 
MaxMuller and by Prof. Ladd in certain of their works. 
Then agalo, in Madras and Bombay, one of these books was 
made the theme of public lectures, by two leading and 
distinguished countrymen of ours, who praised it in very 
flattering terms. We have much pleasure in announcing 
that Babu Kisori Lai has just brought out the third booklet 
of the series, and it will add further lustre to his reputation. 
• • • Babu Kishori Lai Sarkar has shown that noiwitb-
Standing the transcendental height to which the Yoga System 
is carried, the fundamental basis upon which they stand i* 
perfectly tntelligible by common sense. " • • An appendix 
of this book has been written by Assistant Suî geon Sarasl Lai 
S v k u • . A. who not only distinguished himself by obtaining 
the EUiot Prise Medal, for Original Scientifir'ffeeseardiM, 
givNi b j the Asiatic Society of Bengal, a few years ago, bat 
aiao another EUiot Prix« Medal faa« been awarded to him tlila 

rjrear ior Scientiffic researches." 
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T H I Light of the EatI says:—The "control of mind"" 
forms ss it were the main gubject-matter of <he two paixiph>-
leti. * * * It seems that DO pain ha9 be«n spared to-
make tfa« book â  va)i»ble as possible by copious illustra­
tions and numerous quotations. The superiority and the 
pfailofiophfcal character of the Hindu system of ethics are 
established beyond dispute, and we hope that the work wilti 
oommand a large sale. 



Just out I Just out!! 
THE 

JrtlNDU.SYSTEM OF RELIGIOUS SCIENCE 
AND ART. 

SECOND EDITION. 

Price one Rupee and four annas. 

IT is a sister volume lu ibe " iliNuu SYSTSM OF MOKAL 
SiiXNCa." The folluwing are a few extracts from newspaper 
r«views and opinions expressed by distinguished men: 

In dealing with the subject of Gnan and Bhakit lu hig 
work on the life and teachings of Ratn Krishna, Professor 
Mas Muller, incidentally remarks :—" This diSerence between 
Bhakti (devotion) and Gnan (knowledge) is fully treated by 
Kishori Lai Sarkar in his interesting little book the Hindu 
System of Religious Science and Art or the Revelations of 
Rationalism and Emotionalism, Calcutta, 1898." The 
Professor also quotes a passage from this book to illustrate 
the^abject. 

Pemtr says:—It will not only be a key to the uaderstand-
ing of Hinduiam but a key to understaad the basis of tbe 
^llgiona of tbe world. It rescues the gnat uillVinal ptia* 
dples «tf reUgioii from tbe (dtaes into which tliey arc usual^ 
tteRMntliy stqHsrficial coiitTOv.o<lalist« and Sectarian b ^ ^ . 
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TM« Amrita Batar Patrica says :—̂ If "The Hindu Systenu 
KA Moral-.-Science" by Babu Kishori Lai Sarkar, H. A., B. L., 
ev{^ed admiration from many distinguished Hindus and such 
emi&eot OujstiaoS of world-wide celebrity ta JProfeslof MtjE 
MuUer and Professor Cowell. His treatise, entitled "The 
Hindu System of Religious Art and Science," which has just 
been published, will, we doubt not, secure still greater admi-
tfttkm fpi his complete grasp of the difficult; subject of the 
different systems of Hindu religion and the masterly way iit 
which be has presented them to the world- One has to go 
through the book carefully to realize the amount of thought 
bestowed upon it by the author. No ordinary brain is 
capable of producing such a work. This book may be 
regarded as a key to the understanding of the various phases 
of Hinduism on a rational basis- It has attempted vef]» 
successfully to reconcile apparently contradictory dogmas of 
Hinduism, such has Advatlabad and Dvaitavad, and reveal 
the true relations that subsist between them. The kernel of 
the different schools of Hindu philosophy and the teachings 
of the religious systems is to be found in the book; and the 
conclusions of the author have been supported by numerous 
quotations from such religious bocdts as the Geeta, the 
UfMrnidiiadB, the Darshanas and the Putunas. The chief 
mait of tfae author consists in bis being able to show, in a 
fwifwtly logioil atnd argumentative manner, that Hiodulnn 
contains within itself the highest revelations of Rationalitm 
KoA Eouitlooalism, that is to say, the highest truths, viddk 
call ^ obudaed tfarougfa the inteUect and the hean. 
lltebDOkuspeciidtf suited to those «bo are inteOactttidly 
U|li but ai« soeptlcal about apititod tnuhS' 1 ^ waSSkut 
baa 4apresaed his (<ieas is; aloiple and v{gonNH>.i«a(ai4^j. 
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and «ven those who are imperfectly acquainted with the 
English tongue, will find no difficulty in understanding the 
theme o( the book. 

Tht Light of the Eait:—"Wit "control of mind" forms 
as it were the main subject-matter of the tyro pamphlets-
* * * seeme no pain has been spared to make the book 
as valuable as possible by copious illustrations aud quota­
tions. The superiority and tLe philosphical character of the 
Hindu system of ethics are established beyond dispute, and 
we hope that the work will command a large sale. 

Tht Theosophtcal Gleaner says :—The book is a good 
attempt at putting eastern spiritual philosophy and science 
in the terminology of modern western philosophy • • •• 
The book is a compact and readable little volume of oriental' 
and western philosophy. 

To be had of 

S. C. MAZUMDAR 

121 CORNMliLUS S T R E E L , C A I X U T T A . 

MiflftBiI Library, Kclkftt* 


